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The Preface to. the Reader. . 
WT is ju and reaſonable that every man that daſerts the Communien of a Church 
{ 4n which be bath been educguted, andentbracech 4Conmuniond ff mit from it, 
ſhow{d xender fame accomp: to the warldof the. reaſens of bis change, that fo 
be Might avaid the input 42408 of levitg gd naſhneſs. This hath been done by 
many of the Proteſtants. that baze embraced the Reman Faith namely, by 
Dr. Vane, Mr. Crelly, Mr. Minby, aud qthers, and by many Romanifts, 
That 'baye embraced the Reformed Religion, by\ the Learned Archbiſhop of 
Spalato, ayd/everal otbers, avs ewng wy felf paſubved.to forfaks the Communi- 
8 of be Churcbi of Rowe, aud to ambruce Kher of the Reformed: Church of 
licland, which 1 1hmk more 43742hle is the Word of Ged, and tothe Primitive 
Autiquity, 1:loph,on my ſelf tobe under thefame ablig ations of ſatisfying others, 
in the Motrves of my.change. 

As it was my great happineſs to be Baptin,ed into the 'Chriflian Faith, ſo it was 
muy W45forgune to be educated. in that pobich @ far diflant from it (1 mean the Ro- + 
man Faith) 4s it,uow ſtands ſixce the determinations of the Council of Trent: and 
1 bope the Gentlemes. of that Religion will ngt take it ill that I call it an infelicity, 
ſince 1 can entertain no other apppehenſions of x, whilſt i lie under the convittions 
that are at preſent upon my Spitit. Lacet ew 3 \ 64h, 

In the Communion of this Charch I mas admitted. intothe ſeven Holy Ordets 
of the Church in 4 weeks tame,. by Anthony Geoghegan, Biſhop of Meath-in 
the Tear 1662, aud in the monthof Augult in the ſame Tear 1 was ſent to Patis, 
where I wes inſlruted jn Phyloſophy in the, Callege of Graffini, «nd tock3be De> 
greeof, Mefter.in Arts, inthe Unipeiſug of Paris aforeſaid; aud after Wing ny 
Speculative Diyinicy in the College of Navar in the ſaid Univerſity, under Dr. 
Vinor, Dr; Sauſſyy , and Dr. L'goy,, 1 finiſhed. my caurſty and toik yp #1er 
ſolution of returning to my Na'yve Country, where 1 landed about, June 1667» 
and afterwards continued about ſome two years teaching 4 private 'School in the 
Barder of Meath, till in tke year:1GGyy 1 was inſlitured.imis the Pariſh of Slane, 
ad Stacallagy.. by. Qhver ,D« le, , then Vicar General ef the. Dyote 5 ;of Meath, 
where 1 coptigned.ay. Patiſh\Friefg for fonr mntive years, tg then ſmall content:; wud © 
ſaif«t:an of my Parifiuoners; from. them in the year 1675, Twas nemaned to 
1he Pariſhes. of Pa mltown, aud Krownitown, and in the year 79.\commutded 
back agein tomy fiſt charge in Slan”, 

During this tme, 1 bad the opportunity of reading two Bookes that were viſt 
eſpecially recquunended to the Clergy; of the Brovince of liſters by yhe lars Fn- 
maze Olyer Plunket,, viz. Archdukins:T beo!ogra Tr pattita, ; and the-T ouch- 
tone of the Ri formed Golpgl, The, foxmer of theſe he diſtributed amongſt us, 
#t acertain price, when the firſt nmpreſſion of it came ſerth, and the latttywe:were 
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required to purchaſe, as being very proper to confute Proteſtant s out of their 
own Bibles. I was no leſs forward in procuring the Books, then indufirious in 
reading them, and for a long time Ithought them unanſwerable, till at length diſ- 
courſing with ſome of the Reverend Proteflant Clergy of Meath, 1 found by them 
that the Touchitone, was only an old Book new vampt up with a new Title, and 
ſome few Chapters added, and that it bad been long ago publiſhed, under the 
Title of the Gag for the new Goſpel, and leamedly been anſwered by the Reye- 
rend Biſhop Mountague. Wherenpon I procured the anſwer to it, and upon peruſal 
found that the Author of the Old Gag rs New Touchſtone (call it which you pleaſe) 
had in many things baſely miſrepreſented. the Dorine of the Proteſtants, pro- 
pounding it in ſuch crude, and indifinite terms «s no ſober Proteſtant doth ac- 
knowledge it for their ſenſe: «s in bis 2d, Propoſition be affirms, that Proteſtants 
fay that in muters of Faith, We muſt - not relye upon the judgment of the 
Church, and of her Paſtors, but only on the written word. In the 3d, that 
the Scriptures are ealily to be underſtood, In the 4th, that Apoltolical Tra- 
ditions, and ancient cuſtoms of the Church (not found in the written word) are 
not roto be received, nor oblige. 1 the 5th, that a man by his own under- 
ſtanding, or privare Spirit, may rightly judge and interpret Scripture, In the 
7th, that the Church can erre, Inthe 32, thatthe Saints may not pray for us, 
and ſo in others, None of which Propeſitionsare owned by Proteſtants, 4s their Do- 
Arine; without many previous diflinions and limitations. 1 found alſo that m other 
things be had budled together many Propoſitions as the general ſenſe of Proteſtants, 
which (if he bad conſulted their learned Writings) he would have ſound to be no more 
then School Points, and Problematical Queſtions ; nay, which _ diſputed 
'as ſuch by the beſt learned men in the Church of Rome, Such are for Example, 
The Dorines of Freewill, in the 19th Propoſition, The Impoflibility of keep- 
ing the Commandements, in the 2oth Propoſition, The Inamiſlibllity of Faith, 
in the 23th, The Do@ineof EleRtion, and Reprobation, in the 2 4th, The 
DoGtrine of A 'urance of Salvation. in the 25th\and The Doctrine of every 
im in having his Guardian Angel, in the 26th, moſt of which Points are matter 
of Controverfie bernween Remonſtrants, and Contra-remonſlrants amongſt the Pro- 
ret ants, - and between the Fanſeniſl; and Feſuits in the Church of Romne. | 

This unfair proceeding, charging the Proteſtants with Dotrines, which they 
eithey totally deny. or do not acknowledge without previeus diflinions, bred  dit- 
ithe in me to the Book,, and conſequently put me upon an inquiry into thoſe Dottrines 
of the Proteflants. which the Author of it had ſo fouly miſrepreſented, and the 
more lead in their Writings the better I was reconciled to their Opinions, and 
che worſe 1 liked thoſe of the Church of Rome ; | ſome of whoſe Errors 1 ſhall brief- 
ly touch, as the ' Motiyes of my Conyerſion, and occaſion of my deſerting ber 
CoYmmunicn, , . | 
Motiyes 
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Motives of Converſion to the Catholick Faith, as it is 
proſeſſed in the. Reformed Church of England. 


CHAP. LI 
Of the Uncharitableneſs of the Church of Rome. 


HE firſt Motive thereof is her great Uncharitableneſs, 
| not only to. Proteſtants, bur alſo ro all other Societies of 
Chriſtians this day in the World except themſelves; and 

that in two things. 

Firſt, In confining the Catholick Church to themſelves. 

Secondly, In excluding all others from hope of Salyation that 
are not in their own Communion. 

It will be unneceſſary to proye that theſe are the Doftrines of 
the Church of Rome, ſince there is no Controvertiſt that doth not 
affirm them, and they are expreſly defined in the Council 
of Trent, in her Anathema to every Article. And Pope Pixs IV. 
affirms in his Bull, 7hat this is the Catholick Faith, out of 'which 
no one can te ſaved. All the Clergy of Ireland, whether Secular 
or Regular, are raught to ſay ſo; the Prieſts and Friers affirm it 
in their Sermons now to the People more than ever: And it is 
one of the moſt popular Arguments and common Topicks' of 
Converſion that they all uſe to the Proteſtants, to reconcile them 
ro the Church'of: Rome: That they are all Hereticks; That they 


are out of the Church; Thar there is no hopes of Salvation for 
them whileſt they are ſo. 


The firſt of theſe particulars, viz. Confining of the Catholick 
Church. to theraſelves, is a Propoſition {o'hugely unreaſonable 
that I could hardly bring my ſc » the. belief of it. It ſeemed 

to 
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to me a very unreaſonable thing, that the Church of Rome, which 
is but a Member of the Catholick Church (and that none of the 
ſoundeſt) ſhould arrogate to it ſelf the Name and Priviledges of 
the whole Cathalick.., Quia 4 ditto ſecundum quid, ad diftum fim 
pliciter now valet conſequentia ; Nec ſemper tonnlinati totrus ſe- 
quitur partes ſeperatim fumptas. ' And ] could find no Text of 
Scripture for the juſtification of it, nor any ſound Reaſon to 
prove it, nor any promiſe of our Saviour on Which to ground 
it; and I concluded with my ſelf, that the affirming it might 
prove a dangerous prejudice: to the - petpetuity of the Church, 
and contradict our Saviours promiſe concerning the Gates of Hell 
not bcing able to prevail againſt it, becaufe ir was not only poſ: 
ſible that the Church of Rome, as well as other Churches, mighc 
err, but there are «xpzcfs Cautions piven her in thac particular 
by St. Paul, Rom 11. 18, 20! Thou beareft not the root, but the 
root thee : Be not high minded but fear, and if God ſpareth not the 
natural branches, = heed leaſt he alſo ſpare- not thee. In the 
Writings of the Primitive Fathers it appears, that they never be. 
lieved the Church of 'Rome to be any thing elfe bur a partieular 
Church. J7gnatins, in the Title of his Epiſtle to the Romany, tiles 
jt *H nPOXAGHTAL *EN TONN XRaPIOY PQMAION, 'And Sr. 4m- 
Broſe reckons the Reman Church in the ſame rank with the 
Churches of Fgypt and Alexandria : So thar if they were parti- 
cular, or topical Churches, the Church of Rome 
Ny one muſt be fo roo. - The fame thing doth Pope * Ce- 
beim,  — effine in his Epiſtle to Fob» Biſhop of Antioch, where 
he reckons up the Churches of Rome and Alexan- 
dria as Members of the Catholick Church. A4feret /e (Neſtorius) 
fidem tenere, quam ſecundum Apoſtolicam dottrimam Romana, Alex 
andrina , & Catholica mniverſalts Eccleha tenet: * Nay it appears 
| _ "by the Epiſtle of Pope /amocent TI! ro Fohr, Parnarch 
my >. E2ift- of Conflantinople, that in the 12th Century the Pope 
; himſelf did not believe it. Dicitur autem univerſa- 
lis Eeclefia, que de untverfis conſtet Eccleftis, que Graco Verbs Ca- 
tholica nominatur : (ſays he) Ecclefta Romana fic non eft univerſa- 
lis Ecclefra, fed nniverſalis Ecclefre pars. hg » 
IGCcS 
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Beſides this; I pd this very condemned iri the Ds- 
natifts, and lopked upon by the Farhers as the grand/Fundamen- 
ral Principle -of their Schiſm and Diviſion; for they, as appears 
by the Writiogs of -Se; ins and Optatus,. did affirm that 
Chriſt had no! Churth. on Earth, bur im the (parts! of \Dowatas - 
that the Chuzch was periſhed in| all parts-of 'the' World" exeepr 
their own Aſſemblics;rand that Salvarion:no where couſd'be had 
but in their Communion; they eſteemed the reſt of 'the' Chriſti- 
ans to be. no; better than ,Pagans: they. broke rheir Chalices, 
ſcraped their AJrars,: and waſked:their Veſtments, and the'Walls 
ot | their Churches, : ing that-ali was: ipolluted by: cher 
tonch of them. ' How mach of : rhis Fpirir dothy'reigh in or m19- 
Donatilts is eaſily obſerved; by anyi man that will rake che 
an go compeee het Writings and Practiſes wich thofe'of their 
Anceſtors, gbe antes ih fucks 1 And inidecd its high 
timefor eygry mantodeaverhe ſowery of thac Perſbh that thinks 

inaſel{,aloat tor !bavertrafon;) and Alt che reſt bf mankind'td be 
mad-and ot alrheik wits: 2c tf 

 Nggois this Propefition. only unreaſonable, but is alfo very un- 
charitable,; ia: miach as'ie condemns Hot only Proreſtagr 
Churches, but all-tht Ghriftians in the Eaſtern parts of the World 
that are-not of the Raway Faith; the Greeks and-Arvrinians, the 
Tacobites and: Neſtoriavs, the Marenites and Abiffngie. and Coph- 
tites 'or, Ghriftvans: di Bayt, and for ever':excludes>them trom 
hopes ; of Salydtjori; 'Which:is in cffeRt ro unchurch;the greateſt 


part of. Chriftiaris, and condemn chem ro everlaſting burnings; 
who are more in number; and more extend -in Terrrories then 
the Profeſſors of the ' preſent Review Faith: tary pretend to be ; 
notwithſtanding all-cheie of Vniverſadiey:' Tramay be + ro 
haps ſaid, thatthe Eaftern Chriſtians 4nd Prortfants ite Here- 
ticks : but'] rhink.t much/-eafierico fay'fs thanimike it good ; 
andif they were, yet the-chavity of the tHodetn Romtani{?s is'much 
more ſtreightned/thanahar of St. Avga/tines was, who” - Bapei/ 
dyrſt not ge 
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4 Of the Uncharitablenefs of 
good, then Sons are born to God of Herefie ; and ſo of an Harlor. 
His Anſwer was, that the Conventicles of Hereticks do bear Chil- 
dren unto God ; not in that whereinithey are divided, bur in that 
wherein they ſtill remain join'd withthe True & Cartholick Church; 
not in that they are Hereticks, :but as muchas they profeſs and 
practiſe that which other Chriftians do. Nay, according to the 
Opinion- of the Roman Dottors they- have no reaſon (if they 
ſtand to their own Principles) ro judg ſo ſeverely of Hereticks; 
for they grant that the honour of Martyrdom: is only peculiar to 
the Members of the Catholick Chureh ; and they cannot deny 
bur ir is poſſible for an Heritick to ſuffer tor che Chriſtian Relipi- 
on, and lay down his life in the defence of the Faith of Chriſt 
From whence it muſt ineyitably follow, according to their own 
confeſſions, that either Herericks may- be ſaved, or 'clſe Mar- 
tyrdom is got proper to the Church and Members 'of ir. 

Nor are the Romaniſts oaly! anceafonablo; and uncharitable, 
in confining the Catholick Church ro themſelves,2bur they arc 
ſo in excluding alſo other Chriſtians from the hopes'ot Salyarion 
that arc not of their own Communion. : This will appearſrom 
a ac. Conſiderations. Firſt ,; they arc more un- 
Je Gorer Del. 1.18. Charitable ro them then they are to Heathens 
c. 47; Andr. id. |. that never heard of Jeſus Chriſt : for * many of 
- Laeterryhmy ' their own Writers do grant a poſlibility of Salva. 
1. c.12 & Collium tionto the Pagans, if they live good moral lives, 
= rr Wy $-<-. and yettheProteſtants,th6 they believe in Chriſt, 

42 and profeſs all the Articles of the Apoſtles Creed, 
and lead their lives ſuitable to the Goſpel, muſt be damned ro 
Hell; only becauſe they cannot believe the Church of Rome to be 
their Miſtreſs, nor call the Pope their Maſter on Earth. 

Ir ſeems that Infideliey is a leſſer crime then Non-Communion 
with Rome; that there is more hopes of Pagays, then of Pro 
teſtants, to be ſaved, and. that it is more pardonable not to be- 
lieve in Chriſt Jeſus then to deny the. authority of the Church 
of Rome: In that many of them:make ſo few things to be neceſ. 
ſary to be believed, in.order toeternalfalvation, - that upon'theic 

.own Principles they:.cannot - exclude the. Proteſtants from the 
| hopes 
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hopes of it; and for thoſe that 'inlargethe Articles of ' Belief-a 
lirtle ſarther, they cannot deny Salvation to the Proteſtants, if 
they believe all char they require as neceflary. 

Some men make the Belief of Jeſus Chrilt, and ſubmiſſion ro 
his Laws, ſufficient: to bring a man to Heaven; and if fo, itis 
very uncharitable ro exclude Proteſtants from it, thar believe ſo 
much, as well as themſelves. Others add the knowledge and be- 
lief of thoſe things that are. contained in the Lords Prayer, and 
the Ten Commandments, and Dottrin of the Sacraments. Now 
take the explicite credenda, in which of theſe Notions you will, 
it is hugely uncharirable,. ro exclude the Proteftants our of Hea- 
ven, when they believe Jeſus Chrift to' be the Son of God, 

'and ſubmit to his Laws, and live according to his Religion ; when 
they believe all-thar is contained in the Creed, the Lords Prayer, 
and the Decalogue, and aſſent to'the Doftrin of thoſe Sacra- 
ments that are generally neccſfary for ſalvation. 


CHAP. It © 
| Of the Infallibility of the Pope. 


HE ſecond Motive is, The Doftrine of the Romany Church 
concerning the Infallibiliry of the Pope ; alſo concerning an 
Infallible Church and General Council, and concerning the Iafal- 
lible Judg-or Guide in Comroverſies abour Religion, which the 
Romaniffs talk ſo much of, and pretend to have: 

No man certainly that fully conſiders the various models of 
anInfallible Guide which the feveral parties of Papiſts do deſcribe 
and \defend: in oppoſition 'to one another , will wonder tharl 
have given this Chapter a manifold Title. The great uncer- 
rainty and confuſion of Opinions which I found in the Romiſh 
Communion abour this affair was not the leaſt cauſe of my being 
diſcontented with that Religion: It ſtartled me exccedingly ar 
the beginning of my inquiry, to find the main Pillar of the Ro 
miſh Doin (thar is-the Iafallible DixeRor above mentioned) 

Was. 
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was only a name without any; reality, fot there is little. or nothing 
ſer up by one parry under thisname or title which is not ſtrongly 
conſuted by another of the-Roman Catholicks; yer.they all join 
to run down the Proteſtants for having'a Religion :built.wpon 
no ſecure foundation j for all Rehgion is ſo inſecurely built. ( if 
we believe the, Romaniſts.) which is not botromed upon the Te- 
ſtimony of ſome viſible Infallible diretor; whether that be the 
unecrring guidance or dirction-ob the Pope, as forme think, or of 
a Pope and General Council together, as athers:do judg; or of 
a Council withour the Pope, and: ating under an aſſumed Pre- 
ſident, as a third fort imagine. Now it48/truc:indeed!, that our 
Faith , ought-ro rdy-upon:'an infallible: Foundation, | and the 
written Word of God is the thing, and che wan, pretange of a 
viſible uncrring Judge, : or Guide; is nothing. but mere conceit, 
as I ſhall hereafter plainly dbew:r {ts ono oh 2h 
Therefore I look upcin; may ſelf.ar proſerit a3:abliged $02cquaint 
the Reader, how much I found my ſelf miſtaken concerning this 
Infallible Guide, which heretofore T very much relied 'upon. 
When 1 entered into aty enquiry, and would very gladly have 
conſulted him, and take his advice, immediately I found my 
ſelt loſt in an endleſs wilderneſs. of Diſputes, diſſentions, and in- 
conſiſtent Opinions concerning him : For the writers of the Ro- 
man Church are: divided ito fevetal Sects abour! this affair, and 
_ one party.of ther {ets up, |anotheriparty: pratis-down and 
reje ) | MO WI] BOG R0ULLSD Sd 11 
Moſt Divines that have dependance-on the-Court of-Rewe, and 
likewiſe many others, maintain that the Pope is Infallibleia his 
own Perſon ; and that:he needs not the congurrence of general 
Councils, but-can make -Inſallible Decreesconterning Faith'and 
Manners, by himſelf alone: yet they are aog-well agreed, aboyr 
this neither. 3 LCN | LI 2 | 
Albertus Pighius ( a8 it is. xeported by:Cardinal Bell. lib. 4 
c. 2, de Rom. Pont, ) was of opinion; that: the /Pope-could not 
become a Heretrick, neither -inthis private capacity,;nor when 
he acted publickly -by  bis-Pontificat Authorary, | New. the Car- 
dinal, tho a great Aſſertor of Papal Pdivitedges; yer condemas 
| this 
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this Opinion of 'Pighius for | an" extravagance. ' Thus: | / 
p Fes on —_ _ | iT ertia ſententra eſt in alteroex- 
« other extream; that the Pope | *72% Paxtifcer non puſe ala mo. 
ememminiens wanted He. | 4s eſe Hereticum, nec decere 
My 60 men lice Harehn, etianmfi rem aliquam 
*retick , nor publickly reach ee "ho alher Wy 
* Herefie, alchough he defines /* , wn 
« ſome things'by himſelf alone; 91/42: 4-< 3: Hcrareb. Bec 
Nevertheleſs nor only this Cardinal,but alſo Cyjeran, and Bare: 
#ius, moſt of the order of the|Jefuites, and in ſhort, all rhe Divines 
of the Falian FaRtion, do ſtifly maintain the perſonal Inſallibili- 
ty of the Pope: In ſome'ſcnfe mdeed more moderatly, and inſome 
ſenſe more extravagantly;then Paghexs; for they are more moderate 
mn acknowledging that rhe Pope” in his' te capacity 'may 
become a Heretick, and much' worſe. © Yet they conſtanely af? 
firm, that in his publick capacity, and when he makes uſe of his 
Pontifical Authority, then he 'cantior poffiibly be'in'the wrong; 
nor teach any falſe Deftrin: And- this Poſitron they endeavor 
ro make , bythe beſt Arguments they can pet : Every'lietle 
ſhadow of ' proof;' that occurs either. in the holy Seripture, of 
m the Fathers, is fetched out in order to confitm this preterided 
unerring priviledg of the Roman Prehate. "Amongſt ocher things 
the Example of the- Fewiſh high Prieſt is thought ro have ſome 
weighr-im'ir, th6 ſome of choſe were'Idolaters ; #4d one; the 
is Caiphasy by the fame ſentence-condemned/Chrift for i Deceiver, 
and rhe: whole Chriſtian: Retigionfot an Impoſtare. © Now the 
Remiſh Dottors 'being urged! with'"this ' miphry* Seandal}” and 
ſhame ro'\Pontifical Infallibility, do (ſfome# of then )! give" this 
anſiver ; that Caiphas miftook the' mareer of' F1&, bur motOrhe 
matter of Faith. Sec Bell. Tom. 2. lib. 2. c. 8. Concil, de Atthe: 
ritate Rom. Pont: '” {1 £9489 qnG 10 art 01 CINIENRy) 
And the wiſe Author" of 'the Papi Miſrepreſeitted, "pay, 46. 
brings this Example of Caiphas upon the ftage, riot tonfiderm 
that it isfo far from gy way advantagions to the preter 


of the Roman Pomtiff,” that it *even- diſpraces the'vety mime of 
High Prieſt. This Author, ©.” 18! pag 46: ng Er 


", 
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and Aſſiſlance which God in ſome inſlances gave to Perſons emi- 
nentin Office; and particularly ro Caiphas, when he'judped it 
neceſſary that Chriſt ſhould be pur todeath forthe conſervation 
of the Nations : he fays, © With like helping Grace, he doubrs-nor 
* dut God generally aſſiſts the Paſtors of the New Law, and more 
* efpecially the High Pricſt (that is the Pope) for the good of the 
* whole Flock. And therefore tho he were as wicked as Caiphas, 
«yer he is rcady to render him all reſpe&t due to his FunQion, and: 
*ro obey him inevery thing concerning the exerciſe of his Charge, 
* not for any conſideration of his Perſon, but meerly for the Office 
* he bears. Let the Reader obſerve the-words of this Author ; 
what a notable guide the Biſhop of Reme is according to this 
mans deſcription of him; His extraordinary endowments in con- 
ducting Souls to Heaven is compared unto the Grace which Cas- 
Fphas had when he falſly and unjuſtly condemned our Saviour tor 
a Decciver ; and conſequently the whole Chriſtian Religion for 
a deccit. Nothing certainly can be more ſtrange, unleſs ir be 
what Cardinal BeZarmine ſays concerning Papal Infallibilty, /zb. 4. 
de Rom. Pont. c. 5. he maintains that the Pope hath a priviledge 
of bcing free from error, in making any publick Decree what 
cver relating to Faith or Praiſe ; and he carrys the Aſſertion 
ſo high as to ſay, that * If the 
* Pope ſhould err by command $&z Papa erraret precipiendo wvi- 
* ing Vices, and forbidding Ver- tia, vel probibendo virtutes, te- 
*tucs, the Church would be meretur Eccleha credere witia 
* bound to belicve, that Vices eſſe bona, & wirtutes malas, 
* were good, and Vertues evil; nift wellet contra conſcientiam 
* unleſs it would fin. againſt peccare. Lb. 4. de Rom. Pont. 
* Conſcience. Wonderful Do- Cap. 5. 
QArine. 

Certainly no man of any reaſon or honeſty but will abhor ſuch 
a Poſition; and accordingly Bellarmines heart ſmore him in his 
old age for having delivered ſuch a thing : And therefore in his 
Recognition upon this paſſage he minced the: matter, and partly 
recalled this wild ſaying, perhaps when he was near death, and 
had no hopes to obtain the Papacy for himſelf; then he was con- 
rent 
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rent to ſpeak more ſoberly —— the Power atid m"_ 
ledges of the Pope. -* | 
Bur above ull tank commend! AN 4 FO the Jeſuite, a 
wondertul Teacher” of P com. Infallibiliry. He _ {Ir my 
* come to pals, as we | 
© that the Succeſior of St. Peter Fevennnr freni-peſs ur Berri Sac 
* may worſhip Idols, roy". 1 Teſſr \{d/a" calar, :ſe forte 
* perhaps; having-a wrong 'Op+-- ofe Fide. non:reftt ſentiens; ade 
* nion concerning the Faith; and ': rogue; Artibhue' Diabolicu eperam 
* may conſequently be a Studier' »avetc:i Sed conffanter negamus 
* of Diabolical Arts. But this: Yicarios Chriſti, Petrigue. Suc- 
We conſtantly deny, that the'c: cefſarey;':Remavos 'P j-ue/ 
of. Rome(|, © Vicirs 'of:' Hargen caltdi decere (poſſe, rodl 
« Chriſt and Suceſſors: of :St."  Erroremk proponere.. Colt." Euchi 
« Peter, can \teach Herefic''ro  ridoergau ft nano” 
* others, or propoſe an Error... + > 1512020 
Whether Coferws, when he delivered this, had an  eyao tho 
Popes, who havebeen accuſed of aye pray" 
Devils, -cannorderermin. Bur. toall perſons \chdp'by 
Reaſon, 'and /fet them judge whethet'I -had not ;jult;\capſe-ide 
w = much diſfatisfied with thar Communion, whoſe Mewnn- 
make ehyryrerds ſor all Chriſtians -ro/ bottom and 
grow heir Fach an wy Tg wenn, dcerpron f. oy 
Guide; and t t O 
that ever was:heard.: : Bother may|be. an1doliter, wa 
and an Infidel, an Herertick' in his'private. Wn HAN 
is notwithſtanding to be obeyed, if kev-comtinna Vices,' and 
ſorbid Verrues; and if he command-'ſo;,/ all-Chriſtians are 
bound to believe Vices- to be|:good, and. Vertucs) evil; » one 
that is an Intallible Guide, gar, 1 was: | one thatthas as 


much ſecurity and of baingim-the. right.as Copa. 
'Whence ir follows, char the Cheiſtzrd, who rely on the Pope, 
have juſt as much cerrainry of being in gud anroory/ ener 


cur Savigurs time kad" of. being aut. {High * | 


Prieſt;; tyer they, noywir he tolatible ComduA 
phas, cryed againſt Chiiſ, My t hs lids: vp 10 reſea, 
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«#to us Barabbas. Doubtleſs theſe men, who deſcribe and prove 
the Popes Infallibility after ſuch a manner, as, you have heard, 
are very blamable. Methinks they ſhould have more regard to 
rhe Honour of a Prince, than to have.charatterized him as they 
do. I know it was not done out- of any ill will, but ic is uſual 
for too officious Servants ſometimes to do their Maſters as much 
hurr, as if they were real Enemies. | vi fl 

Thus the Reader will fulſy perceive /haw little. ſatisfaftion I 
found in the pretended. unerring Guide, 'or'ConduQor,, which 
the Italian Papiſts do propoſe.' Ir is manifeſt there is very little 
comfort or ſecurity in the Condutt of fuch a Guide, | But being 
difappointed'in expeCting-infallible Guidance from any one per- 
fon, ſach as: the Pope 1s, whom the Italian Parafitcs advance ; 
I proceeded to .confider another unerrable Guide, which 'the 
French Divines ſer up in- oppoſition: to the Italians, that, is,\. a 
General Council. This indeed at firſt appeared: unto me to 
have the faireſt pretenfion to be the Guide fo much talked of. 
I ſuppoſe ir well known, that' in Frazce. the Perſonal Intallibiliry 
sp rexeted and deeryed, :a$ an/untrue and; groundieſs 
ching; and'many large [Diſcourſes have been- written by the 
French Divines, in order to prove not only that the Pope may 
be deceived,bur alſo that he has been very often attually fo, even 
in matters. of = reſt ns | . The —_—_ Writ- 

ren by Get/ſos above 250'years ago areabundant] 

TI = known to all men of Reading. And in later _—_ 
& ſummo Pon- Lawnojus, a Sorbonw Dottor, in many places of his 
tice appiare- Epiſtles, not only declares his own Senſe again(t 
the Perſonal Infallibility of rhe Pope, but likewiſe the. Senſe or 
Judgment of the Gallican. Church. He reproaches one Bars, his 
adverſary; for holding the Biſhap:of Rome' to be incapable of e&r- 
ring, and counts Barsito'be: a Ttayror' to the Gallican Church 
__ Nation for it. I fhall produce one paſſage out of Zaunoius 
ro this purpoſe. 

Thus he-vinveighs \againſt'' . /» Gallicanam grafſatur Ec- 
Baro', | He permicioufly: do»: / cleffam , gue  Romanum ; Pont 
* ſtroys:the Church-of France, cem ſubwittit . Concilia , we \e4 
TH 4 * which 
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* which makes the Biſhop of »ow/errands. in fide, & moribus 
* Reme inferiour to 2 Council, pr PE a nt 
* and decrecs againſt his Privi des pr ps 
* ledge of not erring in Faith garavti Concelio. 
'and Manners, and contzariwiſe folarum. parte. 5a. r Epiftls ws 
* achudges it only tothe Church - Fortinam, pag. 43. mo etiam 
and ro/a Council, the Repre- Pas. 93- 1 oORiooy 1 | 
* ſentative thereof. | 
Here we have ſeen this learned Sorbo» DoQtor Jeefly oppo- 
fite ro the Italian Divines concerning this affair; which; is under 
debate. It is likewiſe very well —— that Richerius, another 
Door of Sorbov, and as good a_ Roman, eta apo pul 
them, has written his Hiſtory of General Councils 
therein to run down and demoliſh the ET f 
other pretended Priviledges of the Pope. paagt ena all 
Maimbourg (2 moſt inveterate Enemy.to-the, Proteſtant Religion) 
has pos.” a Book deſigned] | bg confure the vain peetence. of 
Papal Infallibility; 3nd: in the Chapter of, that Book: above- 
mentioned he. alledges all-manner of Authorities, in order to cor 
Vince" —_—_ thar) the, Pope is aot. Mole Bock ajcony 


ares is Very! 
who-thought thei 
ſew, who thought CES Among theſe 4 i 
like a modeſt andi honeſt manj, when, he,was attvally. Pope, 
Gioucd to own in/petcral, and without A ODIN 
of Rowe might fall into, Error... , Maimbourgs, words are theſe. 
© Adrian VI. in his Commentaries 4 wpox! the  4#þ of \the Sen- 
© rences, ſays politively, and ;in,a i. - mnagre That 
* he iscertaingthe Pope axay.ers..0,  Cartam.gf, guedP entifex foſ- 


* even in n=» \ ſcerrarecttians in. fi; gue. tan 
* Faith, — th gut fidem, 199 
* ing a Hereſic by his Definiti- | determi 94k opal 
* on, or by his Dearetal. fer a8 


Hence . it\manife{thy appears, ar” a French G 


are 
in 
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in this regard, oppoſite t6 the Iralian Papiſts. - 'Therefore Bellr* 
min will not ler this'French DoQtine'paſs; it being very prqju- 
dicial ro the Intereſt of the papal Chair at Rome ; but he con- 
tradidts it, /ib. 4. cap. 2. de Romano Pontifice, and that very 1c 
verely, faying, (videtur erronta, & Flare proxima) it ſeems to 
be wholly erroncous,' and next ih the world to Hereſic. Here 
lct the Reader conſider how thoſe DbFtors of the Popiſh Perſwaſt: 
on diſagree and contradiCt each other about their pretended infal- 
lible Judge or Guide in marters of Religion. 

The French Divines and Pope Adrian VI hold, that the Pope 
is not infallible, and they ſay, that the diffuſive Church and aGene- 
ral Council is ſo. Then comes Cardinal BeZarm. with others like 
him, and gives them'the lye; and then they of the other ſide, not 
willing to dye in this debr, do the like to him and his affociates. 

If it be faid, that both parties had more manners than to rax 
one another with the lye in expreſs rerms, | that is true indeed, 
bur yet they do the ſame in cffe. | 

Finding this great diſcord amongſt them, I fer aſide tho whole 
ſralian Sect at once, and could have been content, if the French 
party had been able ro' advance a model of-an infallible Gaide 
with any coneord amongſt themſelves ;' and without contraditt 
ing one another.” Uh [5:0 | 

Bat alas they alſo are full of Diſputes and Difſtntſons, and the 
beſt model they deviſe is liable-to very great exceptions. As fot 
Diſputes and Controverſy the 'marrer is'thus; Some hold, that a 
General Gouncil is the'only infallible Guide and Judge in things 

appertaining to' Religion, but they allow the'Pope- many prot 
priviledges in the Councit. 'For example, a General Council (ſay 
ohe party) cannor' be called, but by the Popes Authority,” or 
by his Conſent.” And the opinion of theſe men'is to be found:ih 
Petru de Mirca the fare tamous Archbiſhop of \Paru, 1b. 4. de 
Concortdia'Sacerdbtir & Imperit, cap. 5. prog gi 271 © 

""Otticrs affirm again," that the Civil Magiſtrate may call an 
extraordinary Council, which was the Judgment of the Univer- 
ſiry of Parti, publickly declared by the Command of King Charles 
VIII. as 'tnay be -ſeen in» the 4b Bok of thei Hiſtory of General 


Councils, 
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Councils 'fet forth by Richerins above mentioned. C. 2. and the 
ſame was likewiſe the judgment of the late Famous Archbiſhop of 
Paris. Lib. 6. C, 17. 4. de concordia Sacerdotii & Imperii. 

A third ſort :hold it not to; be abſolutely neceſlary -that the. 
Pope ſhould! have :any hand, in conflituting a General Council, 
oc in preſidingin it, or in ratifying the Decrees of it. And this 

is the Opinion of Monfieur Maimbourg in his Book 
the Prerogatives of Rome, and. her Biſhop. Chap. 16.. Pag. 188, 
189. The fame Opinion is likewiſe maintained by. Richerins., 
Hiſtoria Concil. General.dib. 1: c, 5,” | Fotin two General Coundils, 
that is the ſecond and fifth, the Pope neither preſided by, himlelt, 
nor by'his Delegates. 4 and: the ſame Richerins diſproves the co- 
lours and pretences ſound out by Baronius and Bixivs, -in order. 
to make the World believe. that the Pope had ſome preſidency 
in the Councils above named. Hitherto we find nothing in pur- 
ſuit of his Infallible Guide, bur uncertainty and contulign,/ eyer- 


laſting and endleſs Quarrels. - This I conſidered, 
was cx y troubled, _— my ſelf ſo mightily $50 
in my mor 


But let us-proceed farther, and fee whether any thing in the. 
World be coaktent, and credible in this French Doftrin: con- 
cerning their model of an Infallible Guide, I am content to ſet 
aſide the manifold Diſputes, concerning the nature- and conſti- 
tutiow of a Council, on condition I may find them well agrecd 
for the: reſt, Notwithſtanding, it they were perictly agreed, 
and as harmonious as Muſick, yet there lics very many excepti. 
ons againſt their Opinion : for if a General Council be the only 
thing incapable of Error, then it follows inevitably, that there 
has _— _— pep nay Nope earth for theſe 12 

la For it is' ſo. long an - pretending tg 
ins repre by 
$ failly e rotellants-for no certain 
work, or foundation of their Faith, they lager) Mena 


the Proteſtants may return the charge, and ack "thoſe Papills, 
where their * Infallible DireQor is ſince the Council of 7rext was 


difſolved above 120, years ago. 


i 
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If it bs ſaid, that althd there is no Council now ſitting, yet 
Records and Writings, which contain the Canons and Decrces 
of Councils are yer extant, and may be conſulted. This makes 
a Writing capable of being a Guide or Direftor of our Faith, 
which isa thing the Romaniſts will not admit of. - For whenthe 
Proteſtants affirm the written Word of God is only the In- 
fallible Director, then they exeeprt againſt all Writings, ' as-inca- 
pable of being any certain DireQors, becauſe they may be 
wreſted' by Interpretation to bear many Senſes : And upon 
this account they call the Holy Scripture a Leaden Rule and 
a Noſe'of Wax. | 

Now for my part I cannot perceive but that the Canons 
and Decrees of dead Councils are liable to wreſting and mis- 
interpretation as well as the Holy Scripture. Methinks the 
Biſhop of Condow's Book is a very ſtrong proof of this ; and ma- 
ny inſtances of the like I could give, but I ſhall omix them, be- 
cauſe it is notorious that the ſenſe of many Canons is<xcdcdingly 
diſpurable. Thus I plainly perceive upon the whole matter, 
that either Records of Councils are no infallible or fufficicar 
Guide, or if they be fo, the Holy Scripture is mach more ſuch. 
Whence it follows that the Proteſtants are in the right, by rely- 
ing mainly upon the Scripture. | 

Certainly, if a Writing can afford infallible direQtion, the writ- 
ten Word of God has the beſt prerence in the World to that 
office: Therefore the Reformed Church hath reaſon in ſome 
reſpe&t to thank the French-Papiſts ; for alth6 their pretended 
unerring DireCtor is not ſufficient, yet it ſuggeſts to them where 
they may find out one that is very ſufficient. Such will be the 
conſequence of that model of an Infallible Guide which is advan- 
ced, and defended by the Galicas Church, and by others that 
follow their method. Bur there are yet farther Inconveniences 
in ir, enough to diſſatisfie any conſiderative perſon whatſoever. 
I was content (as you have heard) to paſs by the great Contro- 
verſic above mentioned, berween the 7talian and French men: 
I could have prevailed with my felf ro have connived at the 
many dillſeations under which the Gefican Divines do labour, con- 
cerning 
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cerning the narure and conſtitution of a General ' Counal. Yer 
afcer all, I perceive it is impoſſible to ger-_to an cud of their Con- 
troverſies, in ſo much that I am a ſhall incumber the 'Rea- 
der with a tedious and long account of them. The _—— 
at preſent I ſhall conſider, is their diſſenrion the ex- 
rent of that Infallibilicy which they —_— her undo 
For ſome extend the fuppoſed Infallibilicy, atrending the Coun- 
cils aforeſaid, to all ſorts of Decrees, whethn 'they concern Faith, 
or PraQtice;; and this'' was the current ſenſe of the Univerſity ot 
Paris a on 6: A as appears by their concluſions concetn- 
ing this aff: —_ agreed upon, and declared Annes Dom. 
I 204 by the heological aculry of {chat Univerſity, Articale 22. 
*Ir-is: certain” ( ſay they!) that 
«General Countils lawfully af: Certum of Conciliam Generale (e 
-ſembled; and repreſenting the £/71%% Con277garom. unjverſalen 
« Univerſal Church, 'cannor err* 7f/*extans Ecclefiam, in. Fidai 
« in Decrees concerning Faith & Morum determinationibus er- 
« and'the' Church. rare neu poſſe, 

Bur of lats: rhe Gaficay Doftors ſing a new ſong ; they have 

d from this Opinion of rheir Preicoetiors, and r6 eſtrainetd 

cheir imagined Inftallibiliry of Councils only to matters of Fiith. 
And an account of this one may find, p. 9. of the Refletions' made 
upon the firſt Anſwer, given to 'the Papift Miſrepreſented- anal 
Reprefented.' Befides it is in every bodies mouth; 'thar has bebn 
educated ' in France, that ini marters' of Pradtice, Diſcipline, dr 
Government ; Genera} Councils are not Infallible.. 'Thuy'ftofke 
ſtroke! the French. Doors of theſe laſt ages have cut | off ar 
leaſt; in nine or ten ts from the. extent of that Infalli 1 
which their Predece 145 years ago did aſcribe co the De- 
crees of —_ certain| it is, the:Rules'bſPractite 
appertai to iſtian ate (ro; fpeak't within compaſs 
nine —_— rimes as many- as the marters"df-Faithir! 50 the 
modern French Clergy do hold a much/lefs extended Tnfallibili- - 
ty then what 'was heretofore held andraught by the Theological 
Faculty of Paris abovementioned: and-atrording tothe modern 
Poſition or DoQtin-we ate''deferted- by the! antreing Gojde in 


much 
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much the greater part of Chriſtianity, and may err and wander 
in, all pra{tical Points, and ſcatter as much as any Hereticks 
whatever, | 
Hereupon ſome perhaps will ſay, that although the Office of 
an infallible ConduQtor be' reduced to a very ſmall compaſs, - yet 
notwithſtanding it is better to have his help and afliſtance / as 
little as it is) hs ro want it. Truly there was a:time when I 
thought ſo too : but then I conſidered, that moſt of thoſe Points 
controverted between Proteſtants and Papiſts are matters of pra- 
Qtice : Therefore if the unerring direCtion of the-Guide does nor 
extend to prattical Decrees, it follows that moſt of the points a- 
foreſaid have not hitherto been infallibly determined in favour of 
the Church of Rome. The Worſbip of Images, the Adoration of 
the Crofs, the Worſhip'of Angels and' Saints, the half Comms 
nion, © the 'Adoration of the Hoſt, and ſeveral. other things are 
points of praftice, and-not properly matters of Faith. If it' be 
ſaid, that the Decrees made by the Council of 7rent concerning 
thoſe things do virtually and implicitly contain a. point of-Faith, 
by obliging us to believe the-lawtulneſs br:expediency of:doing 
them, I anſwer, that the cafe of other Decreds about matcers 
of Prattice, Diſcipline, or Government is juſt che- fame: In 6 
much thar either all praftical Decrees muſt for this reaſon be re- 
ducible to: matrers ot Faith, or elſe the Decrees concerning Image 
Worſhip, half Communion, and the reſt abovementioned cannor 
tbe reduced to. that kind, but. muſt be rank'd. among matters of 
Prattice; and fo are not capable of any infall\ble Determination, 
if the Deſcription of the Guide given by the French Divines be 
true. But if any man will maintain, that all praQtical Decrees 
are reducible to matters of Faith, for the reaſon aforeſaid, then 
the depoſing Canon of the Lateray Council is reducible ro the 
ſame kind, '4nd is conſequently eſtabliſhed in tha-Roman Church 
by an infallible Decree, which makes it an eſſential parr ot the 
Romiſh 'Church. Now this is that great: inconvenience which 
the French Clergy do endeayour to avoid :by reſtraining the un- 
crring. priviledge of the ,Councils, to. matters of: Faith alone. 
They are ſenſible that (eycral:Conſlitutions and Decrees of Coun: 


cils 
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cils are prejudicial to Rights of Sovereign Princes, and injurious 
to the Libents of the Gulitzen Clandk, they'tin axis af hb 
—_ ty tho rrmrente hay 
ing Kings mig upon them if potent Monarch ſhould 
perceive that ſuch DoCtrines are judged eſſential to the Religion 
of Reme ; and for that reaſon they warily reſtrain the 

Infallibilitv of Councils to nf ektikes and _ 


themſelves room and ſcope enough to run down the 
Canons & DoCttrines ; and y agg fopbn horns 
lible Guide till left in tore. Bur this 

ed, = para elendapr Worn hr ek 


becauſe they include or OTE DoQtrine concern- 
infallible hem they aev eſſe 


ing the lawtulneſs or expediency 
-—— Conicuons rei 

parts of the Roman Catholick emma $rmdermn 
Canons among _ So that I plainly ſee the Frenchmen 
will be neceſſitated, by truſting to the Condutt of their infallfble” 
Guide, cicher roown that Image-worſhip, Invocation of Saints, @c. 
neither yet are nor indeed ever can be decreed infallibly ;' or elſe 
they muſt own the DoQtine ot depoſing Princes ro be infallibly 
decreed, which is the thing they endeavour to avoid. The latter 
caſe makes their Guide miſchievous and dangerous, andrhe for: 
mer makes him in a manner unſerviceable. 

Thus we ſee what a miſerable confuſion theſe 
have brought themſelves to, by pretending to find a viſible Juc 
of Controverſies incapable of Error among mortal men. They 
have made the greateſt 'patt-of Chriſtianity -an uncertain 'rhing 
(as far as in them lay) by removing it (as far as 5,07 7 
could remove it) from irs proper and natural baſis, that is 
Word of God ; and by grounding ir upon the ' reftimon ey toe 
airy phantome, called an' infallible Guide ; bur owned by thei 
wer ro be liable __ ro _ and to —_— moſt grie- 
youſly in matrers of the importance. this 
I miſtaken in mercers of Faith; key Hor Ave 
ſion, they cannet tell whatthey themſelves mean by. that term 
[mattersof Faith: ] her RI 


yer 
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yet they make the ſignification of it obſcure and uncertain, by 
confounding matters of Faith and matters of PraQtice , being 
not able, according to their Priticiples (for as much as I under- 
ſtand) to make any clear diſtinftion berween them. When I was 
brought to this great uncertainty, and did not know on what 
foundation to ground my Belief, or how to underſtand certainly 
the Commands of God, I remembred what was ſaid Deuteros. 
chap. 30. verſ, 11, 12,13, 14. The Commandment which I comwand 
thee this day is not hidden from thine eyes, nor uit far off, It u not- 
in the Heaven above, that thou ſhouldſt ſay, who fball go up for us 
into Heaven, and bring it unto ws, that we may bear it, | 
do it 2 neither @ it beyond the Sea, that thou ſhouldſt ſay, who ſhall 
go over the Sea for us, and bring it unto us, that we may hear it, 
do it > but the Ward u nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy 
heart, that thou maiſt do it. And the ſame thing is repeated in 
the New Teſtament by St. Paul, Rom. c. 10. v. 6, 7, 8. with an 
application of it to the Chriſtian Diſpenſation. 

Having been thus taught of God, I underſtood that it was not 

for me to ſeck an. infallible Guide either in Rome. or 

France; God has provided ſufficient means whereby we may know 
his Will in all Chriſtian without going beyond the 
Sea to fetch the knowledge of it afar off, His writeen Word 
is a Guide, whoſe Veracity cannot be queſtioned; and-there are 
means to underſtand the true ſenſe of ir, which are: abundantly 
ſufficient, and infinitely. better than the Romaniſts have to under- 
ſtand their pretended infallible DireCtor ; For that is a thing that 
no man certainly knows, neither, what he is, nor where he is , 
neither how he is to be conſulted, nor how far he is to be truſt- 
ed ; which, doubtleſs, are lamentable defects in a thing called a 
Guide. The Word of God aſſured[y ought to be our Rule. And 
I am reſolyed to follow it, according ro the DireQion given me 
by St. Auguſtine. 

* Let.no man ſay-to me, O! Nemo mihi dicat, O!/ quid dixit 
* what faid Donatus, Parmexia Donatus, aut Parmenianus, aut 
"nu, or Pontjus,or any other of Pontius, aut aliguis alius illorum? 
* chem? for neither ought, we to: guia nec cum Catholic Bpiſcopis 
agree 
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0 with Catholick Biſhops, iendum eſt , ficubi forte fallax 
ci | perhaps in ſome caſes they pn ent nr re es 
* are ſomuch miſtaken, as to,en- aliquid ſentiavt. Ang. de Unit. 
*rertain Opinions contrary to Ecclefte, c. 10. | 
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be taken notice of by the four Evangeliſts, who yet record 
ny things of ſmaller mporrtance. 
precends 6 mightily 10 ie. Thar int Epſt x the 
jghtily ro it. That in his Epiſtle ro 
ans (where he takes notice of their Schiſms, one bei 
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Ly 
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they ought ro ire Cephas his Judgment Derer- 
minarion of rheir Dif poke 


That Peter himſelf, giving all diligence to mind the Chriſtians 
of what was needful, ek his 


; 

- 
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prures 
4 7 pooh refer 6 the cure of l the 
; | cute il upon 
NE 
» in | | 
and the African in their oppoſition to Pope Stephen, ſhould cither 
not know of this priviledge of St. Peters Succeffors, 'or not ac- 
knowledge it it they did. That St. in ant the Council of 
Carthage ſhould be fo ill infirufted'in the Faith;as got to acknow- 
ledge it ; but rather ſtand our ſo ſifly, ts t the caſe 
of Appeals. Thar the Popes; inthe conteſt 1, ſhould be 
fo i of their own priviledges,” as not-ro alledge their 


allibiry in the Point, (which ve put a ſpeedy eiid to the 
Diſpure ;) but rather-rKe- areas in - pratehded Oanon 
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of the Council of Nice. That ſo many Councils ſhould be cal. 
led from diſtant parts of the world, to the expences of the Bi- 
ſhops, and the hazard of their Churches, when there was a Re- 
medy ſo near at hand, as the conſulting of the infallible Bifhop 
of Rome on all occaſions. And laſtly, that the Popes themſelves 
ſhould fo far disbelieve it, as to contradi&t and reſcind the De- 
crees of one another. Theſe things ſeem to me ſuch mighty pre- 
judices againſt this infallible Judg,that I know nor how to anſwer 
them. To which I ſhall add, rhar inſtead of putting an end to 
Controverſies, and being a Cure to the evils of Chriſtendom (as 
is pretended,) it is the moft expedient way to promote and con- 
tinue them, by poſſeſſing that Church (which hath been the 
great cauſe of Diſputes) with an opinion of her own Infallibility, 
and conſequently rendring her incurable in, her Errors, and in- 
capable either of redreſſing them, or ſatisfying the Conſciences 
of them that diſſent from her. Conſequently Sr. ay pr eX- 
preſſes the ſame thing in another place more largely than above 
in his laſt mentioned paſſage, ſhewing nothing to have infallible 
Authority, except the holy Scripture, no not a General Council 
it ſelf. 


* Who knows not (fays he) 
* that the holy Canonical Scri- 
* pture, both of the old and new 
* Teſtament, is comprehended 
* within its own determined li 
* mics, and that itis ſo far pre- 
* ferred before the more modern 
* Writings of Biſhops, as that it 
* is unjawſul ro doubt or to dif- 
* pute about ir, or to queſtion 
* whether any thing manifeſtly 


* written in it bc true or right ? 


Quis autem neſciat ſanitam 
Scripturam Canonicam, tam ve- 
teris quam novi Teftamenti, cer- 
tu ſuis termints contineri, eamque 
omnibus peſterioribus Epiſcopo- 
rum Liter ita preponi, ut de 
illa innino dubitari, ant diſce- 
ptari non poſſit, utrum verum vel 
utrum rettum fit quicquid in ed 
ſcriptum eſſe conſtiterit > Aug. 
lib. 2. contra Donat. cap. 3. 


Buc he then immediately after tells us, that the caſe of Fecleſi- 
aſtical Writers, of National Synods, and General Councils is quite 


otherwiſe. - 
. * Who kiows not that the 


(uis autem neſciat l 1k 


* Writings 


* Writings of Biſhops, which 
* either heretofore have been 
* written, or arc at preſent in 
* compoſing , ſince the Canon 
* of Scripture iseſtabliſhed, _y 
* lawfully be reprehended 
, 'a more ingenious Dil Ditoard 
(ir may be) from 
* a perſon Skilfuller | in that af- 
* fair,or by the more grave Au-: 
* thority of other Biſhops, or the 
* Prudence of the more learned, 
* or alſo by Councils? Moreo- 
© ver who knows not that Pro- 
* vincial or National Synods do 
« yield without delay. ro the 
* Authority of General Councils 
* which are gathered our of all 
* the Chriſtian world, and that 


* General Councils precedent in | 


* time are often correted by 
* them that are ſubſequent. 
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rum Literas, que poſt confirma 

tum Canonem vel ſcripte ſane, 
vel ſcribuntur, & per ſermo- 
nem forte ſapientiorem cujuſlibet 
in ed re peritioris , & per ali 
orum Epi _ graviorem Au- 
thoritatems , torumgue Pru- 
dentiam, & per —— licere 
, quid in. cis ſts 
,@ weritete ener oft, 'S& ip- 
fa Concilia, que per fingulas Wor 
vincias vel R s flant 
nariorum Concilt Aut 
tati, que fiunt ex univerſs or- 


be Chriſtiano fine ullis ambagi- 


bus cedere, ipſaque plenaria. pri- 
ora ſepe poſterieribus oe 
Aug. ubi Joya. 


Here we ſee, that according to-St. Auge/tive, nothing but the 


Word of God is eſteemed i 


or infallible, nor ſormuch 


as a General Council. Therefore I amirefolved to: follow this. 
Dodtrine, and to adhere to the Word of God, as my only: Rule. 
And becauſe I find that the Church of England in qu ren 
agrees moſt exattly with St. Augaftine, tor that 


henceforth embrace the Communion of that Church. 
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CHAP. II. 


Of Tranſub/tantiation. 


Y fs third Motive of my Converſion is my diſlike to the 
modern DoQtrine of Tranſubſtantiation, and I may well call 
it ſo, becauſe it was diſtiked by the antient Fathers, and was full 
1215 Years belore it could obtain the credit to be defined as an 
Article of Faith ; for it was not defined fuch till the Council of 
Lateran held the above mentioned Year under Armwocent IN. and 
the Teſtimonies of the Fathers & Councils (as hereatter you ſhall 
- ſee) are fo IISSS Gr ts learned Arch- 
vetr. Mar-. Biſhop of Paris doth ingeniouſſy acknowledg it: And 
Euchariſt. for the juſtification of it they have been forced to cor- 
rupt their Logick and their Natural Philoſophy , the 

better to ſeaſon Young Novices for the reception of it in Divini- 
ty, and maintain ſuch Paradoxes in them both, that if the Pro- 
reſtants had the ill Fate to take them up they long ago had been 
hiſſed = of bo —_— defending them. att 
Such are t jon of accidents exiſting wi a fub- 
zet, and the poſſibility of one Body being in divers places at 
the ſame time : they have deſtroyed the nature of a Sacrament 
by raking away the Viſible Sign, and have ſtrerched the words 
of Inſticution to a ſenſe that many of their own Writers did not 
believe before it was defined; and ſome have fince been fo 
candid as to confeſs that they could not ſee the meaning of 
Tranſubſtantiation in the Text, if it were not for the authority 
of the church. They are forced to tell all men loudly to their 
faces, that four of their Senſes are miſtaken about their proper 
Obje&t, when neither the Medium nor the Organ are indiſpoled. 
Thar there is no Bread there ar all, th6 they ſee, feel, ſmell 
and raſle Bread . That the Senſes of this or that man, are not 
only miſtaken, (which is ſomewhat pardonable) but the Senſes 
of all mankind, at all times, and in all places, whenſoever they 
reccive 
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receive the Euchariſt, nay that they are engaged fo fatally in 
the miſtake, that they are never like to be retrieved out of ir, 
th6 they uſe their urmoſt care to detect the fallacy. They are 
forced to contradict the common reafor of mankind, and main- 
tain Propofitions, that ſound Reaſon doth abhor in all other 
inſtances. 

Sound Reaſon tells us, that one Body can be but in one place 
har Saga yn herd rnd f power 

-FI ir a and' 

extenfion; that Accident cannot fubfaſt without a Shed? char 
converſion of one Subſtance into another cannot be without a 
changs in the Accidents. 

Bur in the DoCtrin of Tranſubſtantiation we are taughe'to 


; and' yer rhiſe' ac 
; and ſerve a man tos ſy. 


—_— gs 
Winezhd hedrink nx Ca ws: os Ra 
ich' the deſenders of Tranſabftantiation' muſt be ſ&fet# to 
or the juſtification of ir; and they-muſt ſill ſeem. ſo to 
I mect' with a/ clear and-ſatisfaQtory anſwer to them. 
a time when | was content'to ſwallow Witmiad well! 
;- the prejudice of | Education aware? 4 
rch 
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Church, had ſo great an influence upon me, that I did not con- 
ſider them as I ought; but, as by the bleſſing of God I have 
ſhaked off the prejudice of the one, fo I am ſtill willing to pay 
a deference to the authority of the other; if ir —_ made 
good thar ſhe hath authority, to impoſe things on my Belief that 
thwart my Senſes, and contradict common Principles of Reaſon. 

This monſtrous, and lately framed figment of human inventi- 
on, (I mean) the Dottrin of Tranſubſtantiation, is ſo far from 
being Primitive and | Apoſtolick, that we know the time it began 
ro be owned publickly for an Opinion; and the very Council, 
in which it was ſaid to be paſſed into a publick Doftrin, and by 
what arts it was promoted, and by what perſons it was 


introduced. 
For all the World knows, that by their. own 
(a) In. lib Sentent. Parties, by (a) Scotus, by (6) Ocham, (c) Biel, 
C3 et Fiſher Biſhop (4) of Rocheſter , and divers o- 
cheſts - (d) Cap. thers whom (e) Bellarmine calls moſt acute and 
yy Baby!- learned men : It was declared that the DoQtrine 
cap. 23. fo. 2.dici, Of Tranſubſtantiation is not expreſſed in-the Ca- 
.. non of the Bible; that in the Scriptures there 
is no place ſo expreſs, (as without the Churches declaration) to 
compel us to admit of Tranſubſtantiation ; and therefore at leaſt 
it js to be ſfuſpefted of Noyelry. Burt further, we know thar it 
was buta diſputable Queſtion in the ninth and tenth Ages aſter 
Chriſt ; that ir was nor pretended to be an Article of Faith rill 
the Lateran Council in the time of Zznocent IN. 1215 Years af- 
© ter Chriſt; that ſince thar pretended (f)determi- 
of) Vonee * quien nation divers of the chicieſt Teachers of their 
tationem. nec decer= OWN ſide have no more been farisficd. of the 
ni ramen apertequic pround of it than they were before, bur ſill 
Rs ne tit - - Rave publickly affirmed that the Article iis not 
(z) apud5uzr tom-3- expreſſed in Scripture ; (g) particularly Fobannes 
_ ib, Dag 2 de Baſſolis, Cardinal Cajetan, and Melchior Ca- 
us; belides thoſe above reckoned: And there- 
fore if it was nor cxpreſied in Scripture-it will be clear that 
they made their Article out of their own heads; for they could 


nor 
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not declare itto be there if it was riot; andif irbethere bur obſcur? 
ly, then it ou t to be taught accordingly; and at moſt it could 


be bura Dodtrine, and not" certain a8 an Article of Faith, 
But that we may put' it 'pall and , tis 
cenain; That plow # we ml mar a Ire expreſ: 


ly; ſo it was'not taught” at all as'a'Ca DaSting, & can 
Article of Faith by the Primitive Ages of the Church. 

Now in order to make this par we have the Confeſſions of 
many Authors very muetr bythe Charch of Rome, whoſe 
authorities have been moſt exatly colleQed whd cxatnined by the 
learned Biſhop Taylor, to whom 1 own ny ſelf Hitch indebred for 


my Converſion. 
For the further quran boy incontroulable truth of this 
int, we.nced ' ti6.other conteſfion and acknow- 
[edewear of tho'greve' Do — icks 'of Rome.: Scots 


fays, That before the' Tibetan | Calne! Travfubſfntiation was no 
Article of Faith, s-Bellarmixe eonfelles; and Hen  - 
riguez affirms that Scorus lays; It was = antient ; = _ de 


ſomuch has Boller Us re kim of 5h, f |<" ye 
ing, \ He at that rate becauſe wot Us. — 
Roman Coancil:wdey'Pope hag bh wo that confent ob < 


of \ Fathers \ubich. {v0 1 ery repoſe): he had heaped. 
together. Rem Tranſubſtantionis Patres n+ attigjſſe qaidem, ſaid 
ſome of the Engliſh/Joſuires in Priſon: ek ER 
muchas rouched or me FVAL EET 
ſubſtanciation.c: 'Atd in P#rer £ 


far from bei " dnv \Avricle -of-'Baithi;} 6? Tax of Gini Te 


Qrihe;; that they did not werltemury Ar 
or no: And after he had collefed the c 
in that Article, he confelſed, He coutd-nat t 


to defive it : only 1 know that it"id wot rmat, beeaaſe 
ſane Accidents remain, rhe, pon 4 mel Me 
ts he'\ Yalfnnticd, fo 

dene' effentially; oh he hone li 
Lord 


26 Of Tranſubſtantiation. 

But to thu Sentence others oppoſe theſe things, if the ſubſtance of 
Bread and Wine be ſubſtantially converted into the Body and Blond 
of Chriſt, which before was not the Body, thew every day ſame ſub* 
ſtance s made the Body and Bloud of Chriſt, which was not big Body 
before. And to day ſomething iu Chriſls Body which yeſterday mas 
wot : and every day Chriſls Body u increaſed; and u made of ſuch 
matter, of which it was not made in the conception. Theſe arc his 
words, which I have remarked, not only for Arguments fake, 
(though it be unanſ{werable; ) but to give a plain demonſtration, 
that in his time this DoQtine was new, not the Dottrine of the 
Church. And this was written abonr (a) fifty years 

(s) _ Annum hefore it was faid to be decreed in the Laterax 
2) AdAumum (&) Council : And therefore it made haſte, in fo 
1215. ſhort a time to paſs from a diſputable Queſtion to 
an Article of Faith. But even after the Council 

(e)Secun® Bu. (c) Dargndus, 2 good a Catholick, and as. famous a 
1271. ſed ſe- DoCtor, as any Was. in the Church of Rowe, pub. 
Rs 1225. lickly maintained, that even afrer Conſecration the 
in 4. lib, Sen. Very matter of Bread remained ; and although he 
tent, 4ſt. 11 ſays, that by regſon of the Authority of-the-Ehurch it 
"ter tertium, - #8 not to be beld,, yet it is not only. poſſible «it ſhould 
be ſo, but it implies no contradidlion, that it be Chriſts 

Body, and yet the matter of Bread remain, And if this might be 
admitted, it would falye many difficulties which ariſe from fay- 
ing, that the ſubſtance of Bread does not_remain. But here his 
Reaſon was ovexcome by Authority, and he durſt not affirm thar 
which alone be was able to give (as-he thought) a reaſonable ac- 
count of. Bur hy this it appears that the Opinion then was bur 
in the forge: and by all their underſtanding they could never 
accord it, bur ſtill rhe Queſtions were uncertain, and the Opini- 
on was not determined at Lateran, as it is now held at Rome. Ir 
is alſo plain, that it is a; ſtranger. to antiquity: > ' De 

DeHerell'8. Tranſubſtentiatiane Fanis in Corpus Chriſti rara-eft in 
_ ia  antiquis Scriptoribus mentio, ſaid Alphonſus a Caſtro. 
* There is ſeldom mention made in the ancient Wri- 

« ters. of Tranſubſtantiating the Bread into Chriſts Body. Iknow 
the modeſty and intereſt of. the man, he would.not have _ 
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had been ſe/dem, if he could have found it in any reaſonable de- 
gree warranted: he might have faid,  and'juſtified'ir, there was 
no mention at all of this Article ih the primitive Church. And 
that it was a meer ſtranger to Antiquity; will not be denyed b 
any ſober perſon, who conſiders char it Was with ſo much uneaſi- 
neſs entertained even in' the. corrupteſt and moſt degenerare 
rimes, and argued and unſettled almoſt x 3oo years after Chriſt. 
And thart it was ſo, will but too eridemly appear by the ſtating 
and reſolution of this _ which we find in the Canon Law. 
For Be —_— was by Pope Nicholavs commanded * 
to recant in theſe words, ahd to-affirm, | Cap Egp Ber 
_ n_ T5 Domini neſtri Teſs Chri- gat EE 
ti ſenſualiter nou ſo in Sacraments, ſed in veri- 
tate manibns Svcerdotum trafari, frangi, & fidelium dentibus at. 
teri. * That the true Body and Blood of | our Lord Jefus Chriſt 
* ſenſhally nor only in the Sactament, bur in truth is handled by 
* the Prieſts hands, and broketi, and by the teeth of the 
« faithful. Now alchough this was publickly read at Reme before 
115 Biſhops, and by the Pope ſent up aig down 5 the uthes 
of Italy, France-and Ge þ- yer this day if iSrenounced - +> 
Church of Rome ; and unleſs it be well pocderbrry (ſays tlie Gloſs) 
wilHead unts Ferefie. But however this may be, it plain they 
underſtood ir not,” as it is now deerecd.”-Bur, as it ned to 
the Pelagraxs in the bends ng of their-Herefie, they ſpake rude- 
by, | A, aro y t6-be' reproved;/ -bur bg hn 
2 more cm OY the- 
oy ery ſpake more warily, but yet qo un from wh _—_ 
ſpake at firſt. ' So ir was and is in this Queſtion; \at. firſt they 
ood it not; and it was-r00 whreafonaBleini'any _ 
ſenſe ro maKe any thing of it; *bacexperiencs-and 
brought it to what it-is.. But tharthis DoQrine was nor 
Arine of the firſt and beſt ages of the Church chile following 
Teſtimonies do make evident. - The ern nvof Fo 
tulian are theſe; The Breadbbeing and lifts i-- (cry 3 
buted to bis Diſciples; Chriſt wy; Elina ag $4%, 
this is my Body, that is, the LEE 


The 


—— — — — O—_ 
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Comrarevoy | The fame: is" alliemed by Faſtin Martyr ;1 The 
Jain *31P* Bread of the Euchariſt was a Figare, which Chrift the 
| Lord commanded to do in pal 4 of his Paſſion. 

In Dialog co®* .. -Origen Calls the Bread, and the, Chalice, rhe Ima: 
Qis ex Mazimo- | pes, of the Rody and. Bingo Chriſt, - And again; that 
rempore com- | Breadl:whith 45 ſaxttified, by - the Word of God, ſo far 
Imper, as belongs to the matter (or ſubſtance) of it, goes into 
the belly, and is caſt away in the ſeceſſion, or ſeparati- 
on, which te affirm of the natural and glorified Body of 
Chriſt were greatly blaſphemonus: and theretore the Bach of Chriſt which 
the Communicants receive, is not the, Body in, a natural ſenſe, but in a 
ſpiritual, which irnot capable of any ſuch accident, arthe Elements are. 

Euſebius ſays, .that Chriſt gave to hu Diſciples the 

_ - Symbols of Divine Oeconomy, commanding. the Image 

: &ult.b.2. | and Type of bis own Body to be made. St. Macarius 

ſays, that in the Church u offered Bread, and Wine, the 

Antitype of hu Fleſh, and of his Blood; and they that pgreake: of the 

Bread that appears de ſpiritually eat the Fleſh of Chrgh; By which 

words. the ſenſe of the aboye cired Fathers js gxplicated:; For 

when they affirm, that in-thjs Sacrameprt.is {« | the. Figure, 

the Imape, the' Antitype of Chriſts Body. an 


In Matt. 13- 


d Blood; although 
they ſpeak perſetly againſt Tranſubſtantiation ;.1yer they domor 
deny the real\ang ſpixitual-preſence.of Chriſts Body and;Blood, 
which we all believe as: certainly as. that. it is not tranſubſtanti. 
atcd, os; predeat inja_natural and rarna} manngr. . | 
The : fame' is, alſo" fully- explicated by-.the.good St, Ephrem. 
td Ld The Body of Chriſt received by the faithful departs wot 
och. legibus a from the ſewfible ſubſtance, and i undivided from a ſpi- 
pud Photium ,, ritual Grace. even. Baptiſm being wholly. made 
«16225 \, ſpiritual, ayd being, that which, i5\the ſame, and. prop, 
of the ſenſible ſubſtance, I mean of Water, ſaves-;. and that which is 
born doth not periſh. þ. " 
St. Gregory Nazianzen ſpake ſo expreſly in. this Queſtion, as if 
he had undertaken'on_ pupoſe to, opnlure the Axticie of Zrent.; 
. parc, Naw we! ſhall be pattakers of the, Paſchal Sapper,. but 
— gare, though mare clear than in the old Law. 
For the legal Paſſever ( I will not be afraid to ſpeak it) was an 0b- 
ſecure Figare of a Figure. Sr, 
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St. Chryſeſtow affirms dogmatically, that be | 
fore the Bread is ſanflified we name n/ ons; but pt rbe—dhyenh 
the Divine Grate ſanilifying it by the means of yer Damaſc.&Coled. 
the Prieſt, it is freed from the name of. Bread, but nien-"p. cour. te- 
is eſteemed worthy. to be called the Lords Body, nan. b. 23 in I Cow, 
although the nature of Bread remains in it. | 
To theſe very many more might be added, but inſtead of them 
the, words of St. Auzuſ{in may ſuffice, as being an evident con- 
viction _ was — the primitive Church in:this 
eftion:' This great DoQor brings in Chriſt ſpeak- | 
_ to his Diſciples ; 7ou are not ta eat this Bo 's "= 
dy which you ſee, or drink that Blood which my Cracifiers ſhall pour 
forth. I | commended to you a Sacrament, which being ſpiritual- 
ly underſtood ſhall quicken you. And again; Chrift brought then to 
a Banguet, in which he commended to his Diſciples the Figure of bis 
Body and Blood ; ( for he did not doubt to ſays this.is my Body, when 
he gave the Sign of bis Body ;. and that. which is by.a/l wen-called 
a Sacrifice, isthe Sign of the true Sacrifice in which the Fleſbof Chriſt, 
aſter his Aſſumption,is celebrated by the; Sacrament of Remenibrance. 
Bur in this particular the Canon Law it ſelf, antl-the Maſter 
of the Sentences, are the beſt Witneſſes, in both GA 
which Cholle&tions. there axe divers Teſtims. - P&.Conteryr ih 
nies brought; eſpecially; from St. .dmbroſe: and | acc: prime quidetts, 
Sr.. Auguſtin, which whoſoever am: taconcile. * & nov, Par ygis 
with the Dottrine of Tranſubſtantiazion;: may: | Cn 116i ctty 
eaſily put a Civet-and Dog, a Pidgeon and 4 ! 
Kite.into couples, and make Fire and Water cater into«natural 
and eternal Friendſhips. 12 4 17 
Theedeet and Pope Gelafing ſpeak more emphatically even to 
the: nature of things, and the: Philoſophy ob che: Queſtion; Chri# 
honoured the-Symbols and Signs, (ſaith: Zheodarety vote 1) 
changing the Natare, but to Nature adding Grace, Sentent. lib. 4. 
which Symbols are ſeen with the title of his Body and | {3430498 
Blood. For neither do the myſtical Signs \redede from 1 _ - © 
their Nature; for they abide in their proper ſubſt ance, 5a % es 
figare and form, \and may be ſeen, touched, &c: And: > 


for 
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—— 


_  -— 


30 Of Tranſubſtantiation, 


ſor a Teſtimony "that will be eſteemed infallible, I alledge the 
De Dazbus Nat, con, WOEdS Of Pope Gelafiur; Truly the Sacraments of 
tra Eutych. & Neſtor. the Body and Blood of Chrift, which we receive, 
videatur Picheret. in. are @ divine thing, for that by them we are made 

ert, de miſſa, & A 
expoſitione verbo Partakers of the Divine Nature , yet ceaſes not to 
rum lnſtitutionis ce. be the ſubſtance, or nature of Bread and Wine. 
——— And truly an image and fſimilirude of the Bo- 
- and Blood of Chriſt are celebrated in the aftion of the my. 

cries. 

If the Patrons of this novelty be not yet ſatisfied by what is 
already ſaid in reference thereunto, let them ſee and diligently 
mark theſe following Councils ; Ancyramm ano Domint 314. 
Can. 2. Neoc@ſarienſe anns codem Can. 13. Nicemon 1. an. 32.5. in 
aft. lib. 2.c. 3. Laodicenum ann. 364. Can. 25. Carthaginenſe ann. 
397. Can. 24. Awrelianenſe ann. 541. Can. 4. Toletanum 4. an. 633. 
Can. 17. Bracarenſe aw. 675, C. 2. Toletanum 16. an. 693. C. 6. 
Conſtantinopelitanum in Tru:ls ann. 691. Cay. 32. and if there be 
any ſhame in rhem, they will never brag of Antiquity to patro- 
nize them therein : for they are repugnant uneo 
them in this behalf, 

Now from theſe premiſes I am nor defirous to infer ahy odi- 
ous conſequences in of the Church of Reme;; bur I think 
my felt bound in ience to ſwerve from it, and judge it-my 
duty to pive caution and admonition to all other well diſpoſed 
Chriſtians ro do fo likewile. 

1. That they be not abufed by the Rherorical words and 
high expreſſions alledged out of the Fathers, calling the Sacra- 
ment the Body or Fleſh of Chriſt : For we all believe ir is fo, 
and rejoyce in it. ” Bur the ion is, after what manner it is 
ſo, whether after the manner of Fleſh, or afrer the manner of 
ſpiricual Grace, or facramental ence 2 TI, with the holy 

Foes Scriptures, and primitive Fathers, affirm the larrer, the 
1%: 6.3% Church of Rome, againſt the words of Seriprure, and 
the Explication of Chriſt, affirm the former. 

2. That they be careful not to admit ſuch Dodtrines, under 
the pretence of being ancient, fincc 'althovgh the Roman _ 
ad 
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had been ſo long admirted, and is ancient in reſpeR of 6ur #ays; 
yet it.1s an Innovation in Chriſtianiry, and brought in by Teno- 
rance, Power and Superfiicion very many ages after Chriſt! ' 

3- I exhort them, that they remember the words sf Chriſt; 
when he explicates the DoQtrine of giving us his Fleſh ſor Mear; 
and his Blood for Drink, that he tells us, rhe Fleſh pro- wu 
fiteth nothing : but the Words which I ſpeak are Spitit, wy 
and they are Life. | 111" 10 + 
:...4- That it theſe ancient and primitive Doors above cited fay 
true, and that the Symbols flall remain the famerin their rateral 
ſubftance and properties even aſter they are bleſſed, and when 
they are received, and that Chriſts Body and Blood are only 
preſent to Faith and Spirit, that then whoever attempts to give 
Divine Honour to theſe Symbols, or Elements, (as the Church 
of Rome does), attempts 50 give'®. Creature'the due and incom- 
municable propriety of God ; and that then this evil paſſes fur- 
ther than aft error in the underſtanding, for * carrys ther to a 
| ry. pe, reaſonably be excuſed trom 
the crime an; GU pUT 1 91 | _ 

To conclude, this. marter of it feli is as orvor fo privdifioeſly 
great and dangerous, that I need-nor tell of the horrid! #nd ball 
phemous Queſtions which are ſometimes handled by thert of the 
Churchof Rome concerning this divine my ftery: As if 2 Prieft ging 
by a:Bakers Shop, and ſaying with an Intention, Five eff Corpriy me: 
a1, Whether all the Bakers Bread be tumed- to Body > 
whether a Church-mouſe does. eat her- Maker > whethet'# niart 
by cating the conſcerated Symbols does break his fat» for if it 
be Benad and Wine he: does not, and it it be Chrifts Chrifts B 
and \Bloud naturally and: properly, it. is not Bread and ; 
Whether it:may be ſaid, the Prieft: ins» ſore feriſe'is the Cititey 
of God. hinaſelf> whether his Power be prearer than'the Power 
Angels and: Archangrls? For thar it is fo/ig&8 7 ! '* * 
Caſſenens. Whether (as 4 Bohe-- Gloria mund? 
Wien id} that a Prieſt before he fays his firſt> 4 S110 
Maſs be. the Son of God, but afterwardhe is the Father of God 
and- Creator 'of his Body >-; But -theſe- thingy'ars'tos Bid, - and 


therefore 
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therefore I love not to rake in ſo filthy channels, but give only 

eneral warning to all them whom I wiſh well, to take heed of 
uch perſons, who, from the proper conſequences of their new 
ſound Articles, grow too bold and extravagant, and of fuch Do- 
QArines, from whence theſe and many other evil Propſitions tre- 
quently do iſſue. As the Tree is, ſuch muſt be the Fruit. Bur 
I hope it may be ſufficient to ſay, that what the Church of Rome 
reaches of Tranſubſtantiation, is abſolutely impoflible, and im- 
plies contradiCtions very many, to the belicf of which no Faith 
obligeth me, and no Reaſon can endure. | 


CHAP. IV. 
Of the Half Communion: 


E & H E fourth Motive of my Converſion is another piece of 
Novelty I was much diffatisfied with, and that is, the Half 
Communion. And the more I inquired into the Word of God, 
and the Senſe of the primitive Church concerning it, the more 
I found cauſe to diſlike it. Certainly the common Reaſon of all 
men, that are Chriſtians, cannot bur ſuggeſt unto them, thar e- 
very Command, Order and Inſtitution ot Chriſt ought to be ac- 
counted extremely ſacred, and that whatever he has appointed 
ſhould be obſerved moſt religiouſly, without any deviation from 
the Rule which he hath delivered. 2211291 
Now upon examination I found, that the Churchvof Rome had 
made a very unwarrantable and a ſtrange alteration in 'the Ad- 
miniſtration of the Sacrament, by deraining the Cup from the 
people : and therefore (I hope) no rational man can/blame- me 
for rejecting Communion with her, and. adhering. to" thar Reli- 
gion of the Reformed Church, where I faw-the' Command of 
our Saviour carctully obſerved, and his Inſtiturivn moſt obſequi- 
ouſly followed. And becauſe-I do here enter upon an Accuſarti- 
on of the Church of Rome, it is reaſonable-I ſhould-in' the - firſt 
place ſet down what I apprehend to he the.:Doftrine of) that 


party 
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this matter, and then I will endeavour to de-' 

the Doctrine and Practice of-it are repug- 
nant to the Word of God, and to the DofQtrine and Praftice of 
the primitive Church. Ir is pretended by the Romanilts, thar 


party concerni 
monſtrate, that 


they have made no change in any thing material or eſſential to 
the Sacrament : For they reſolutely affirm, that the giving. of 
the Cup to the e is an indifferent thing, and-may be'dane 
or omitted, as the Rulers of the Church judge convenient. 
Some of them farther, and that receiving the 
Bread alone was leſs or more the prattice of all ages, fince |the: 
beginning of Chriſtianity. Many conjeCtures and ſurmiſes have 
been invented by Belarmin and others in order to make this: 
ſeem likely, and yet all in vain: For many learned men of the 
Roman Catholick party are aſhamed of —_ and inge- 
nuouſly confeſs, that there never was any prattice approved 
abraf yoo ups Wh the lawfulneſs of the peoples | 
Alphonſua a Caſtro, in com-' 
—_— in both kinds, hath theſe words, (faith "y] ; 
* For I have learned fromthe Nam olim per multa ſacula fic 
* Writings of many holy men, apud ennes Catholicos u* 
* that anciently for many ages efſe, ex multorum ſanftorum ſcri- 
* it was the cuſtom for all Ca- tad.” 
* tholiques to communicate ſo. Excharift. Hare. 13. > 
opery affirms, that both 
kinds were generally reccived in the Euchariſt-even till the year 
1260. Panoplie lib. 4. c. 56. in theſe words, 
* I now omir other hi (fays 
* he) which make for this pur- 


Omitto nunc alia, que buc fa 
* poſe,ro wit,thart rill rhe age of 


ciunt, quod in etatem uſque Di- 


Vi 


* St. Thomas, that is, till the year 
* of our Lord 1260. the Com- 
* munion in both kinds was al- 
* molt every where adminiſtred 
{to the Laity, bur not every 
* where; perhaps dangers and 
* ſcandals ariſing from ſpilling 


I. ann. Domini 12.60- 
utriaſque ſpeciei Communio fere 
ubique fuerir Laicis adminiſtra- 
ta, ſed nou whique ; periculis for- 
te &' effuſt Sanguimis Domini, 
feandalis' una: cum populis negli- 
gan pietatis derriments in- 

*the 
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* the Blood of Chriſt, rogether ' crebeſcentibus panlatim utr inſgue 
* with the peoples negligence, ſpeciei Communio in unam dege- 
* and the decay of Piety becom- xeravit. 

*ing every wn greater, the 

* Communion of both kinds gra- 

* dually degenerated into one. 

Albaſpineus, the late learned Biſhop of Orleans in France, unr 
dertakesto confure ſeveral of BeJarmins,Conyzettures about the pre- 
rended Antiquity of the Half Communion,ctpecially his fancy that 
the/Lay-communion, a thing ſomerimcs mentioned by the ancient 
Writers, was a cuſtom of the peoples,receiving only in one kind: 
and-upon this occafion A/baſpineus hath theſe words following. * 

* Bur if we grant that which 
* by all means we ought to ac — Arqui fi detur guod conceds 
* knowledge, to wir, that in ownins neceſfſe  eft, quo tempore 
* thoſe times, when the Coun- Concilia & Patres. de Commani” 
* cils and Fathers made menti- ove Laic4 mentionew fecerwnt , 
* on of the Lay-Communion,, Laicos ſub atraque ſpecie commu: 
* the people did partake of both micdſſe :- ſequitur non eſſe ſub una 
* kinds: it follows,thar this(3.e:) /ſpecie Communionem. lib. x. Ob 
* Lay-Communion is not par- ſervat. cap. 4. 

* ricipating of. the Sacrament 
* under one kind. i 
There arc two remarkable places in Cardinal Boxa, &b., c.18. 
de Rebus Liturgicis, to prove that the Communion in one kind' 
was not praCtiled till the year 8200.. and. that all the precedenc 
agcs had the contrary practice,and gave both kinds to thepeople 
publickly. He pretends beſides, but indecd without any canſi- 
dcrable ground, that the. Half Communion was privately pratti(- 
cd in thoſe ages... Theſe are his ſayings, OE LOT 
* Ir: is certain (fays he; that. F 
* all perſons in all places, Cler- *' Certum eff quippe enmes paſ 
* gy and people, men and wo-. fim Clerices & _ _ C 
* men, did anciently receive the. muleres ſub utraque ſpecie ſacra 
* holy myſteries-in both kinds, myſteria antiquitus: ſumpfiſſe ram 
*\when they were preſcat at the ſolemni corum Celebrationt atle: 
* publick 


* publick Celebration, when 
* they offered, and did partake 
* of the Offerings. 

And a little aſter, 

*Foralwaysandevery where, 
*fromthe i of the Church 
* till che 12th age, the faith(ul 
* received the Communion un- 
« der both kinds, of Bread and 
*Wine; and the cuſtom of the 
*Cup in the beginning of that 


* 


* age began by little and little to 
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rant & offerehant, & de Oblatis 
participabant. pe] | 


Semper enim & wubique', ab 
Eccles primordiis uſque ad ſe- 
culum avodecimun, fb ſpecii Pa- 
is © ini: communicarent fide- 


les, capitque panlarim jus /ace- 


ti initio wſns calicis obſoleſcere. 


be difuſed.-; 1. - 


(1: 4.1 

-- Thus we fee by the | Teſtimonies already produced, that de- 
raining the: Cup from the. people was no-ancitnt practice, ' but be- 
;gan about 460 yeurs ago.” Theſe: Authors here cited being; Pa- 
piſts are a ſufficient proof of this, arid many more of the ſame 
Perſwahon might be brought to confirm the ſame, which at pre- 
ſent lomir, that I may ſhun tediouſnes. |, But the thing which upon 
examination 1 found my ſe{t obliged principally'to. conſider, was 
1not only what had been the ancient practice in this matter,but.alo 
whar rhe reaſon & ground was which moved the holy Fathers:and 
the primitive Church generally (as well Laity as Clergy) to believe 
themſelves moſt firiftly bound to receive both, kinds/ For:thar 
they had ſuch a Belief, che Authoritics which I ſhall hercaſter 

alledge will convincingly demonſtrate, and the reafon and 
of this rhcir Perſwaſion was the Command and Inſtizution of 
Chrift.. He had ordered in the Goſpel, that all ſhould drink of 
the Cup, and they, with great Piery and Reverence ro his Com- 
"mand, uccounted themſelves all obliged to do what he eajoyned 
them. us | | 
This: certainly is nothing but what ought to. be-done. And I 
heartily wiſh che Church of Rome had retained the like veneration 
and pious regard for the Command of Chriſt ; I ſhould chen have 

found no.caule to blame her in/this pargicular. ++ (.;---! | 
- 1, Now becaufe | have herein tflet afferred;thatihe Command 
of Chriſt concerning the Sacrameritr was thar-which bad influence 

P 2 upon 
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upon the Chriſtians of the eldeſt ages; I ſhall in the firſt place 
produce the Precept, and then ſubjoin immediately the Senſe of 
Antiquity to it, which will manifeſt that they thought the obli- 
gation ariſing from the Divine Precept did extend to all Believers 
withour any diſcrimination ; and if this be effeftually performed, 
I ſuppoſe, it will be unneceſſary to advertiſe the Reader, that 
the ſame apprehenſions concerning the neceſſity of recciving in 
both kinds ought to take place ar all times, and in all Chriſtian 
Societies. The conſequence of which is, that the Roman Church 
iS a notorious tranſpreſſor of Divine Law in this reſpe& ; and 
that the pretended indifferency of giving ihe Cup to the people, 
or withholding of it, is a falſe ſuppoſition. 

Our Saviour, when he firſt appointed this Sacrament, deliver- 
ed a Command, Matt. 26. 27. that all ſhould drink of the Cup; 
and after his ReſurreCtion he reinforced all the Precepts which 
he had piven to his Diſciples, and conſequently this amongſt the 
reſt, Matth. 28. 19, 20. ſaying, Go, teach all Nations ; baptizi 
them in the name of the Father, and of the Sow, and of the Floly 
Ghoſt; teaching them to obſerve all things whatſoever I have comman- 
ded you. We ſee hence how expreſs our Saviours words are, thar 
all Nations ſhould be taught to obſerve whatever he commanded 
his Diſciples ; who would think (if he ſaw it not before his eyes) 
that any Socicty of Chriſtians, that will needs be called the Ca- 
tholick Church, ſhould avowedly trample under foot this manifeſt 
Command of God? They are fo far from teaching all Nations 
ro obſerve what Chriſt commanded his Diſciples, that they pro- 
ſefſedly teach the quite contrary. Our Saviour faid , Drink ye 
all of it. No, fays the Church of Rome, all ſhall not drink of it, 
but a ſew ſha!l, that is, conſecrating Prieſts. One would ima. 
gine that theſe Texts of holy Scripture aboye mentioned ſhould 
make a deep impreſſion upon all men that pretend to have any 
regard for the Laws of God, and they did fo till 1200 years at 
ter Chriſt, when the praCtice of detaining the Cup from the 
people began firſt ro be introduced by a corrupt cuſtom, and 
was long afterwards eſtabliſhed by Pope Martix V. in the Coun- 
cil of Conſtance. So new and late is this Point of Popery, that 
it 
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it was not conciliarly decreed till about 272 years ago. And 
yet nothing .is more uſual with the Roman Catholicks, than to 
brag of the Aatiquity of their Religign., I ſhall have an oppor:- 
tunity hercaſter of conſidering this late. Decree of Pope Martin, 
when I come to producge-the. ancient. Canon of ,Pope Gelafus, 
made near 1200 years ago, expreſly repugnant, and contary to 
this late Decree of Martin : For Gelafus declares receiving in one 
kind to be facrilegious. - | | 

Ar preſent I ſhall proceed to alledge the Teſtimonics of the 
ancient Fathers, to ſhew that they: underftood . our : Saviours 
words [ Drink ye all of thi] agreeably ro the Senſe of the Ke- 
formed Church of Exg/axd ; that is, ſo as to account all Chri- 
ſtians, without exception, obliged to partake of. the-Cup,- - Bur 
by the way, I cannot. but obſerve, . that Paſchafus Corbeienfis, a 
man of great credit in the Church of Rowe, for his Inyention.of 
\Chriſts cal Preſence in the Hoſt, about the year $30, did 
expound the words above mentioned, contrary to the. Senſe of 
the preſent Church of Rome, and in favour of the Proteſtants. 
His expreſſions are theſe. 

« Ir is Chriſt that breaks this Chriſtus oft qui frangit bunc 
* Bread, and by the. hands of Panem, & per , manus. Miniſtro- 
*rhe Miniſters delivers it to rum tribuit credentibus. Simi- 
* the Believers. Likewiſe he liter & calicem porrigit cis, di- 
* gives them the Cup, ſaying, cexs, accipite, & bibite ex- bec 
* take, and drink ye all of tha, omnes tam Miniftri, reliqni 
* both the Miniſters and other Credextes. Paſchaſ. be Cana Do- 
.* Believers. mini, cap. 14. N 

Here we ſee Paſchafus makes the Command to extend to all 
without any difference ; and it is a wonder to me, why the Ro- 
man Catholicks do. follow this man fo zealouſly in his Invention 
of the corporeal- Preſence of Chriſt in the Euchariſtical Bread, 
and will not admit of his Interpretation of this Command of 
Chriſt, that all Believers ſhould drink of the Cup. 
But there are much more ancient and authentick Authors, 
who underſtood, our Saviours words according to the Senſe of 
the -Reſormed Church of Exg/and, whoſe Teſtimonies hereafrer 


follow, 
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follow, and that in reference of proving that the Members there- 
of do 'nor expound Scripture according' to their own private 
Judgment, as it is falfely imputed to'them by the wretched Au- 
thor of Pax Yobis, Mr. Manby and others, who (as T plainly 
find) never underſtood any thing of the DoAtrine of this Church 
concerning the Interpretation of Scripture. 

The firſt ancient Writer, whoſe Authority I intend to make 
uſe of, is S. Juſtin Martyr, one thar lived nor long afrer-the Apo- 
ſtolick age; and loſt his Life for the Profeſſion of -rhe Chriſtian 
Faith. -He in his ſecond Apology pives an account to the Empe- 
ror of the method and manner of Divine Service amongſt the 
Chriſtians, and coming to give an account of the Lords Supper, 
he does it thus; ing <= ow” 

« They that are talled Dex - ' nf dpi vor bocantiur Diace- 
*.cons among us do diſtribute ' td) huh thircurque prieſen- 
* to every one preſeht,thac they rſibw*uut participent de Pane, @ 
* may partake 'of the conſecrat- Yino & Aqud benediftis. Juſtin. 
* ed Bread;and Wine,andWarer. 4pol 2. 

Ic is remarkable, that he ſays, the Deacons give both kinds 
ro every one preſent, and a litr!e'frer hp'tefls ws; they did fo; 
becauſe our Saviour in the 'Goſpel cortitmontled rthim'to do ſo. 
* For (ſays he) the Apoſtles in © Nam Aprſtoli im Commentariis a 
* the Books written by -rhem, /e ſcripris, que Evangelia vo- 
*which are called the Goſptls, « cantar, 7ra f167 prevepiſſe Teſum 
* have taught vs, that Tefus 'rradrderunt! Wile. pol 2. #b1 
* commanded them rod&BB) > (apra. © < O 

Belarmin pretends that this laſt expreſſion of S. Faſtin, con- 
cerning th: Command of Chriſt, hath only rehrion to the Conſe. 
cration, not to the Adminiſtration of rhe Sacramene. Bur any man 
by reading the place will fint] the Cardinals words 'to be ground- 
lets: For the Command'of Chrilt is offered by -S. Ju/tjx as the 
reaſon of the whole ptocedare m celebratihg'the'Sterament; and 
not as particularly reſpeQing the Conſectation of the Elements. 

The ſecond anrient Author, whofe Teftimony I ſhall produce 
a5 an uncontrouiable Evidence in this behaH;” is'St. Cypridy, who 
{lourithed principally abonr the Year 250) hd/not many Vears 

aſtcr 


Of-.the: #ialf Conthilnton 99 
after was put'to.death for his Rd! | Fhis Martyr, 
his Epiſtle: ro C&ci/ias,” enter har, a mer anob He- 
reticks, ſo called, becauſc ini the Ganlecratino-and!Adminification 
of this Holy Sacrament of dur Lords Subpetrthey maide-no uſe of 
Wine, bur uſed: Wateriin-ficad of:lit: No Se. RT 
theſe 4gwer tans uport 1wo' acrounts:: Foelt in; hntthey wiltras 

Confecrare without 'Wanez. and ſcrondly, 'in:that they gave no 
Wine to the Poople;.and in bis raxes them with. a 
very groar rratdgrothondh che topmmpithd andappoittment of our 
Saviour. ' Tho! former miiſtarriage:ambirogutaricy' of the 

rians doth not concern the RI ron beconks ry 
uſes Wine whed they Conſerrazc the DR polecbey 
are like rhe Aqmariars, and: Glas tall andce the fame! cen- 


ſurs-wirk them. ,; Le us dicar. ——_—— = ſdys:concerning 
- whotenfſaic:" ary (IE Caedidins,' That 
_ Das ap arrears oe nficrinc! Chr) 
iron nan o cation of 
*yer (: he) news Mei a oO) 1 _y 
or im "pune vel 

s ir-conſeceating rhe Oup ofour raxtery) vel! Tr 
* Lore, \ and in adminiftrin 

© ro' the People, do not do 


* which Jefus\Chralt our. Lond 
Y Dolard-ficits(G wits: religy- 


«God (the Teacher and Au- 
* thor of this Sacrifice) did, ind 
* taught : I judged it to be a- 
* greeable to good Conſcience, 
* and neceſſary to write to you 
* about this matter; that if any 
* one be yet poſleſſed with this 
* Error, he may, by ſeeing the 
*Light of Truths returt-to-the 
© root and original of our mon 
" 4 Tradition. . 1.1) by! 


And thus having eſtabliſhs. his onnaviank rica ahaniabi 
thing obght' ro: be detec Tonrary' to es eh A 
in 


ofam pariter,ac neceſſtirivmduxi, 
ye Lerraanbaotcn facere, tt 
fiquis im. ifs errbre aud buc tenea- 
tar wehitatis. (fut' ipriſpett1 ad 
radicem & originem Dominite 
fo wet ack. mots L.Oypr. 
Epiſt. 63. Pamiliane editionis. 


23310 .* 
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in the firſt part of his Epiſtle he proves the neceſſity of ufi 
Wine in the Conſecration of the Sacrament; bur in the _ 


part he comes to conſider the great inconvenience and miſchief 
to the people that enſued from their being deprived of the Cup. 
And that which he chiefly rakes notice of, was a great decay 
and failure of Chriſtian Courage, occaſioned (as St. Cyprian ſup 
poſes) by this depravation of the Sacrament. For in times of 
Perſecution ſome learned (from the Aquarians) to abſtain from 
drinking the Conſecrated Wine, leaſt the ſmell of it ſhould diſ- 
cover . Bo they have ' been at the Chriſtian Meetings in the 
— St. Cyprians' Words 

are theſe. Ceterum omnis Religionis, et ve 


* Bur the _— 
* and order of all Religi- 
* on m= ruth is —_— 
* unleſs what was ſpiritually 
* commanded be faithfully ob- 
* ſerved. Bur perhaps the caſe 
* is, that ſome perſons in the 
* Morning Sacrifices (or Sacra- 
* ments) are afraid, leaſt by the 
* ſavor of Wine they Id 
* ſmell of Chriſts Blood, and fo 
* by this means our Chriſtian 
« Brethren in times of Perſecu- 
«tion begin to be flack, or 
* backward in ſuffering for 
« Chriſt, while at the Celebra- 
« tion of the Sacrament they 
« learn to be aſhamed of Chriſts 
* Blood. 

* Anda little afrer the ſame 
Author ſays, * How can we be- 
* ing aſham'd to drink the Blood 
* of Chriſt, ſpill our Blood for 
*Chriſls ſake. 


ſanguinem Chriſti 


ritatis Diſciplina ſubvertitur, 
nift id, ſpiritualiter prect- 
pitur , fideliter obſervetur , niſs 


## ſacrificiis matutinis hoc quis ve 


retur, ne per ſaporem vini redo- 
leat ſanguinem Chriſti : fic ergo 
incipit in perſecutionibus a-paſ- 


frone Chriſti fraternitas retardari 


dum in oblationibus diſcit de ſan 
guine tjus, et cruore confundi 


Cyp. Ep. 63. «bi ſupra. . 


(2nomodo antem Poſſumus __ 
Chriſtem ſanguinem fundere qui 
erubeſcimus 
bibere. 


Beſides in another Epiſtle the ſame S. Cyp. writing to-Cornelins 


the 


Of the Half Communion. 41 
the Biſhop of Reme concerning the reſtoring of certain delinquent 
Brethren (who in mw cs Fecha had fallen into Tdolatry, 
but by Repentance deſerved to be reconciled to the Church) 
urges the neceſliry of their being admitted into Communion; 
becauſe that fince new Troubles and Perſecutions were'coming 
on, it would be neceſſary to arm and fortifie all Believers with 
the Sacrament of the Lords Supper; and he infiſts particularly 
upon the neceſliy of giving them the Sacramental Cup. His ex- 
ns are theſe thar follow, 

*For after what a 
* manner do we teach and ex Nam quomeds docemus aut 
* cite them to loſe their Blood provecamus eos in confeſfſione No- 
* in conſefſing the Name of minis Chriſti Sagem ſnuns 
* Chriſt, if we deny the Blood fandere, f cis milttaturis San- 
* of Chriſt ro them that are rea- gainem Chriſti denegamut 2 aut 
* dy toundergo ſucha warfare? guomodo ad 
be forthe Cup of Marryrdcen, Aiewden in 
* fit for » Of in 4 
Ewe dd cer ada them firſt Domini —thr branes of oor 
* by the right of Communion admittimus > Cyp. Ep 54. Edit. 
* to drink our Lords Cup in the Pame!. 
eb ebferrable that S. here pleads for the peoples 

Ic is Cyprian re- 
> Sor nan by DON 
right which accrewed to every ons, is being a mem- 
ber of the viſible Church. | 


By this , and the reſt before cited, it appears abundant- 
ly what the Judgment of this holy was, that he 
all Chriſtians obliged to receive the Wine, and 


the omiſſion of it wasa tranſgreſſivn of our Lords Commandment, 
and the deſtruftion of ſeveral Chriſtian virtues, eſpecially of thar 
—_ and reſolution wherewith all Believers ought openly to 

profeſs the Name of Chriſt. | 
I might produce many more ancient Witneſſes © t credit, 
ro make good what is here: by me affirmed, bur'1-ſhall content 
my ſelf, for brevitys ſake, with two others, whoſe Authority 
G doubtleſs 
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doubtleſs ought to be paſt all exteption with the Roman Carhd- 
licks; becauſe they were Popes or Biſhops of Rowe for 
the Title of Pope was given © any eminent Biſhop. The fitſt of 


theſe is Leo, the firſt 


chet name that was Biſhop in Rome ; bur 


before I produce his Teſtimony, K is #ecefdary eo obſerve that 


alchough his words are {evelled a 


gainſt the r Autres who fu- 


perlticioufly abhorred Wine; and therefore avoided 'reoeiving 


the Sacramemal Cup 
what his Jud 


: yet Leos Words do abundan 
nt pe concerning 


thew 


thac nevefiity, which as he 


thought did lye indiſpenſibly upon al Communicants to partake 


of the myſtical Blood of Chriſt ; 
* Conſequently (fays he) when 
* they venture to be preſent at 
* our myſterics, they after ſuch 
* manner do compott them- 
* ſelves in partaking of the Se- 


* craments, that ſometifn ey 


* very pt cre pats 
*with an 

* they receive T_ Body, —_ al- 
* together avoid the drinking of 
* the Blood of our Redemption, 
* which I would have you, holy 

* Brethren, therefore to take no 
*tice of;that by theſ@indicativns 
© ſuch men as theſe may be diſ- 
* covered to us; and that they, 
* whoſe ſacrilegious diſſimulati. 
* on is ſound out by being ob- 
* ſerved, and dereted, ma 
« driven from the ſociety 


* Church. 


rolthe 


* Saints by the — of the 


Crumque all tegendam infidelira- 
tem ſuam noftris audenut twter- 
effe myteriis, ita 'm Sarramnen- 
forum Communione ſe temperant, 
wt irteridum tutins dateant ; "ore 
indigo Chriſti Corpis py, 
winem aurem Re 
woſtre haurire omnino 
; ideo veſtram = oaks 
anftitatem, ut nobis hujuſmet{; 
homies his ny an ind:- 
cits; & fuerit depre- 
henſa ſacrilegia frmulatio, notati, 
& proditi 0 Santtonm ſaciera- 
te Sacerdotali Authoritate pel. 


| dantuir. Serm. 4. in" Quadra- 


2. 


Henee it is manifeſt ro any man of reaſon, 'that St. Tev'lboke 
upon this practice of the: Mavichees as a tnoſt wicked and facti- 
legious thing, and he decrees -no'lefs a penalty for-it than Ex- 


commu- 
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communication. Now it canagt be. their inward and inviſible 
ſuperſtition that he would have notice takerr of, bur it muſt be 
their external comportment in avoiding the conſecrated Wine. 
ny NES thing, nd 
eftcemed fo in Lev's age, the omiffien or declining of it, 
would have deer no difti mark to difcover the Mariehees 


from the Orthodox or Communicants : For borh might 
hevedone the fame thing, 


Orthodox believers of his time; were of the ſame in" this 
point, with the Reformed Church of Zug/and, (ince crat Revorvad 
Biſhop lookt upon receiving the Oap, as a'cerfain fignw of a Or- 
thodox and true Chriſtian, and eſteemed rhe eontrary prafticean 
infallible marke of a dereftble and Hevetick. 
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*portion of the Holy Body, do ſacri portione, 4 Calice Cruo- 
*abſtain from the Cup of the ris abſtineant : gui proculdubio, 
* Blood. Let theſe men with- quoniam neſcio qua ſuperſtitione 
out all controverſy (becauſe docentur obſtringi, aut integra 
* they are informed againſt ; as ſacramenta percipiant ; aut ab 
* perſons poſſeſt with I know integris arceantar, quia divifto 
*not what ſuperſtition) either wins cjuſdemgue myſterii fine 
"receive the whole Sacrament grand? ſacrilegio non poteſt pro- 
* or abſlaine from the whole: wenire. Gratian. de conſecrat, 
*for a diviſion or parting of dif. 2. c. 12. 

* the one and the ſame milſtery 

* cannot come to paſſe with- 

 * our very great facriledge. 

This ancient Canon (I find) hath given very ſtrange diſtur- 
bance to the modern Church of Rome : great {tir hath been ro 
avoid the force of it; if it were poſſible to be done : And becauſe 
it cannot be _—_ that this Canon or Decree was made by 
Gelafius almoſt 1200 years ago. Therefore many interpretations 
have been deviſed 2 make it — "nar and —_— with 
their preſent praftice of detaining up from the People. 

The firſt device is to imagine and ſuppoſe without any manner 
of ground inthe world, that this Decree only reſpeRts the Prieſts 
conſecrating the Hoſt. Thus we find the _ —_ Anno- 
tations upon Gratian endeayouring to eſcape the di . Bur 
andectntts neither fo Ds , nor any ——_— man, 
hath anyrcaſon to regard this vain and idle ſuppoſition. -Eſpe- 
cially when ſo eminent a man, as Cardinal Baronius hath aſſured 
us; that this is a ſenſeleſſe and fooliſh ſolution. He calls ic 
frigidam ſolutionem ad annum 496 num. 20. & 21. And ſays; 
he rejefts it, and hath no need of ſuch foolery. | 

Bur there is another evaſion which is commonly made uſe of 
by the Romaniſt, in order to elude the force of this Canon; 
and becanſe this evaſion is moſt in vogue amongſt them therefore 
particularly I did conſider it. ; 

Many of their controvertiſts, do pretend that the anciane;De- 
cree of Gelaftus was only temporary and occaſional, ſtones 
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the condition of the times ; when it was made. And therefore 
(fay they) it might be abrogated without any violation of Divine 
law ; when the reaſon of it, by the change of the times, was removed. 
ERA gunmen that the reaſon or cauſe of it was this; 7» 
the age of (fay they) the Church was exceedingly peſtered 
with a copious number of diſſembling Manichees, who had a mind 
to be accounted Catholicks ; yet out of a ſuperſtitions averſion to 
Wine, abſtained from the. Cup \in the Sacrament. And this, if 
we believe them, was the cauſe and reaſon of the Decree againſt 
_— in one kind, and-not-any Divine Precept enjoyning 

t 

This I narrowly examined, and found it to be more idle and 
inſignificant than the former, which Cardinal Baronius called 
ſenſeleſs and foolifh.. For whatever 'rhe condition* of 'rhoſe times 
was, the principal reaſon of the Canon is incorted into the Ca- 
non it ſelf,” and it is this following, [Becauſe a parting of one and 
the ſame myſtery cannot come to paſs without ery great Sacriledge.] 
Now I muſt beg leave of my old Friends, to tel! them that this 
is no temporary or mutable reaſon: certainly, not to commit $a- 


criledge is a thing of unchangeable and perperual obligation, nei: 
ther has ie ET the condition olay Ape or 
Time : For let the Times change never ſo much, it will neyer be 
lawful ro commit Sacriledge, and fuch is communicating in. one 
kind alone, if Pope Gelafus may be believed. - : 

. Thus it is plain, that this ancient Decree is diretly contrary 
to the late conſticutions of the Roman Church, and theſe eya- 
ſions, invented in order to make it ſeem reconciliable, have nor 
any plauſible colour of reaſon. - Therefore I doubt nor, bur the 
judicious and impartial Reader will be fatisfied, that ir is 
for all Chriſtians that come to the Lords Supper, to partake of ir 
in both kinds; and that thisneceſſicy ariſes from the Command 
of our Saviour, enjoining all ro drink of the*Cup.”” The ancient 
Fathers did ſo believe, and teach, as the Authorities already cired 
do _ CT _—Y Herein F have Lirdanus : 
agreeing with me (t e was a great Defender of Pape 
in theſe words, when he had feſt ſhewp what the Opinion 5f he 
old Writers was, faid, * After 
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* After this manner the ancient 
* Fathers, chiefly St. Leo, Gelaf 
* #5, and the Fathers in the 
* Council of 7owrs did .dalire 
* that that moſt ancient and al- 
* rogether Apaſtolical Commu 
* nion in bath kinds might be 
* preſerved and obſerved by the 
* Chriſtian people. 

Laſtly. 


hat the Reader may the: better 
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Elune igitur in modum illam ve 
tulbifowam. ,  planique Apoſtoli- 
cane utrivſque ſperies Communi- 
onem canſervatam atque bſerva- 
tam populs Chrifliano cupiebant 


priſct Patres, Divus Leo, Ge- 


lafins, & Patres in Concilio Tu- 


ronenſt. 


compare this ancient 


Dotrine and Prattice with the novel and late Rule ſer 


b 
the Romanilts, ix is neceſlacy that. 1 produce in Qaincnd 
by Pope Marvin V. in the Council, of Cowfance about 272 years 


ago, Which. forbids adminiſizing rhe Cup 
Canqn is long I ſhall only produce two clauſes 


to the Becauſe 


it, and any 


man that. pleaſes may conſul the whole, and: judge whether 1 do 


ogy Babe 9 wg trngarpe bop 
truth. After a Prefage comaiging the reafons of their procced.- 


ings it is ſaid, | 

, holy General Council of 
* Conſtance defines, that altho' 
* Chriſt did inſtitute this vene- 
* rable Sacrament after Supper, 
*:nd adminiſter it under both 
« kinds, of Bread and Wine, to 


whar is 


Conciliums facrum Con- 

Stantienſe difinit; quod licet Chri- 

flus pet Canon infitnerit, & 
8 none . 


* his Diſciples, [yet hoc now ob- 

* fante) notwithſtanding this, it 

* is firſt decreed, that the Sacra» Aﬀa Conc. Conflant. edit. LobÞ. 
* ment ſhould not be celebrated 

* after Supper. 

And then ſome things being brought: in of: Preamble, wo 
pur a blind upon the matter, © It.is alſo d thar che cuftom' 
* of giving only one kind to the people (tho! contrary to Chrifts 


* Inſtitution, and the Prattice 


my my ——_—_y \ ſhould 
* thenceforth be accounted Law. In the latter parr- of the Ca- 
non there is a clauſe direitly oppoſite to the Decree of Gelaffus 

above 


_ _ T 
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above mentioned. For Whereas thar ancient Pope had declared, 
that receiving in one kind could not be without Sacriledge, the 
Cmon of Canftfayce comradits him after this mannec ; 
*Therofore to fay the obſcrva: er dicere quod hanc con- 
* ion of this cuſtom, or Law, is ſactuilrnem, wel legem obſervare 
* ſherilegions, vught td be Judp- ff? Jacrilegam , | debet er- 
*ed —_— ag ronenns. hs 
Then #* ſeems cree of Gelaſres to be judped crroneus. 
For-that Dil ln the caions 2 Gy thee ents rom 
kind t be facritegious, a3 ' has hererofore been abundantly 


Thus having found the Praftice attd DoQrine of the preſent 
Church of Rome contrary and repugnant to the Word of God, 
and to the Judgment of ancient Authors, of which ſome were 
Popes, publickly enafting the dire& te to what was late 
ly decreed” at'Comffance; T could not barteonctude rhat 1 was in 
no right way: And therefore took up a reſolution to adjoin m 
ſelf ro the Proteſtant Church, where T-ſaw the Command of Chri 
carefully obſerved, and the Sacrament in both kinds given to the 
people, according to his Inſtitution. 


Prattice : and yet rhe Papiſts give to graven Images 
the Worſhip dug'to God, to Chriſt wth - 


and his Saints, tho they pre 
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graven Image is plainly and frequently forbidden in the Old Te- 
ſtament, — may _ in the Commandments uttered with 
Gods own Mouth, with Thundring and Lightning on Mount 
Sinai, viz. Thou ſhalt not mate to thy ſelf anv graven Image, nor 
the likeneſs of any thing, that is in Fleaven above, or in the Earth 
beneath, or in the Water under the Earth ; thou ſhalt not bow down 
to them, nor worſhip them. Which Thunder from Heaven the 
Guides of the Romiſh Church diſcerning to threaten vehemently 
their dreadful Idolatry which daily they commit, thought fit in 
wiſdom to conceal the knowledge of the ſecond Commandment 
from the people, by excluding it from the Decalogue, and divid- 
ing the tenth into two. And notwithſtanding their Image-Wor- 
ſhip-is ſo infinite a Scandal to the Jews and Turks, and a Re- 
proach to Chriſtianity it ſelf among all ſtrangers thart live with 
chem, and obſerye their Rites, and that ir cannot in the leaſt be 
pretended to be lawful, but with the laborious artifices of ma- 
ny Airy and Metaphyſical Diſtintions, which the people 
who moſt need them do leaſt underſtand ; yer they uſe theſe 
and many other miſerable ſhifts, and filly. cvaſions, whereby they 
labour to darken the Light of the true Catholick DoQtine in this 
point, as has been manifeſted by many (of great capacity) to the 
full, in their Comments on Dex. 4. 15, 16. and other places of 
Scripture, where you may ſee that the adoring of the very true 

himſelf in or by an Image cometh within the compaſs of 
Idolatry, which the Word of God condemneth : and therefore 
that this whole DoQtrine and Pradtice is contrary to the Law of 
God I need not tell you. Let us hear what the primitive Chei- 
ſtians held concerning Images, ficſt jn their Councils, ſecondly 
in the Writings of the primitive Fathers. 

Firſt then as to their Coyncils; For keeping of PiQures out 
of the Churches, the Canon of the Eliberinxe Council (held in 
Spain about the time of Conſtantine the Great ) _ this direQti- 
on; 7t is our Will, that Piftures ought not to be in the Church, 
leſt that which is worſhiped or adored be painted on the 
IVals. Which words have fo troubled the Wirsof the late Church 
of Rome, that Melchior Canus ſcrupleth not only co _ the 

ouncil 
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Council of Impudency,. but alſo of Impiery for making ſuahz Law. 
In'a Council of ſeveral Biſhops in the year of our Lord 7 x 
der Les the Emperor, titled /conemachw, Images were y 
cotidemned. ' And in anather.Council held at Conſlantineplc ann. 
755- or rhercabours, under the Reign of Conſtantine Cxpronmes, 


CN roi ſtanding the Greral Deceeesaſchaſe Counells cralid 
L r 
againſt the Idolatrous Worſhip of Images, -_ 


Nice advanced Worſhip. Coney as 
1y-ro be. the produtt of a\Council aſſembled by that n 
.Trene,. who was bred and educated in 
continucd.a Heathen in her La rhe: 
pa —_ TEES 
avy ſenſe of Chriſtianity, Toy I 
thitgs cha ſhe did. Now by the Auchoricy and Incereſt of 
impious Woman, and by the procurement ot Pope Adrzaa I, 
Decree for Ima was obtained. i; F 
But this Decree, altho' it was not by many degrees fo grals as 
whar wirllaremd nagey by Anas 5 Neg 
Communion, yet was ea wer) = wakigh yh a Deine of 
the Church of God by the Princes and 


the. year. 792. and \afterwards by —_ the ye yy en the 
Biſhops of Italy, France and-Germany, which-by his appointment 
RE CT in 500 ye 


Burt then in the-ſecond place, if we ty yh cha Taſtimenks 
of che: Fathers, we ſhall find: them plais againſt, Image-yarſbip, 
The faGt of Epiphanius rending the Veil that hang in- roy GOUre 
of Anablatha js cf{ectual, to demonſtrate: what an abomipari 
it was in his days, and irs his apinies, © worſhip, Images +; 
himſelf is his Epillle.co Jelw Biſhop ore 
St. ttitrom out of Greek. into: —_— explain-/; . 


Imoginenquaph Chriſti, wel Saw 
| ib cemjafdamy non enim fativme- 
rw7 args \ frrrir' (Cn 
* >umben whislt Image it WA. ergy Hort tn Bidlefia 
"When thettfore T' law: this , CR 4f3 cours Auihritarem Ge 
© thar contrary to the Athority of 
* the Scriptures,” the itriage of a * 
ran Yas up #1 the 
*Chutch of 6 Faw /ond ſo = 
—_— to the Keepers of werew & offerrent. © Epiph. ©. 
+ the place, tha they ſhould ad Four. Flieroſolym. Tom. 2. 0- 
* wrap and buty ſfomepoordead ev. Hieron. Bp. 60. * -. 
* tant itn it; 
And afterwards he intreated the Biſhop of Seefate; made 
grey or was, + 
* To thereafter Preeipere in Chris 
A Veg ai, whith - fiaſmod? Yela ; que cantra' us- 
* are repupnant to our Religion _—_ Religionem weninnt , = 
* ſhould not be up in 4 : Epiphani , uk 
''the Church of — 
Had thisfoly Fither now been ace fromehe dead, and had en 
the great number of Images not only hung in Churches, and Ora- 
rories of them of the Communivn of Reme,bur alſo and 
adored relatively (as their Diſputants term it,) how Chri- 
fiian Reader, rhink- you, would he be amazed and: aſtoniſhed 
hereat ? would ICS \them'to be the Churches 'of 
Baal, than 'of Chriſt? And ye le brag of — 
after this, and pretend ro hs: ah _ Aut —_ of ancient 
rers in aſſerting the Lawhulncfs of Image-worthip. 
Let us hear in the next place what Laftantica ſays, 
* Thole cotiſecrated Images imagines ſacre, quibut inanifims 
* (ſays he) witch take hen the homines ſerviunt, omni Senſa-ca- 
* ſeryc, want all Senſe, becauſe rext, quia terre funt, (ais au- 
: they 
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and primitive Charch was 'as' a Stranger to Images, and 
that it abhorr'd them rind 63 the Clnireh of England docs 
at preſent. ' Many' and"'farge ColleQions: have' been made by 
Proteſtant Writers of the Senſe aid Opinions of amicnr Wricers 
concerning this particular, unto whom I muſt 'refer the Reader, 
becauſe the preſent occaſion will-not permit me to be prolix'or 
tedious jn reciting them. | I have <xamined ſeveral of cheſe Cot- 
leftions, and- find them*to be accurate, and this' is 0ne- princi- 
pal motive of my Cotiverſion. © oo 00 | 
We ſce by what has been already alledged 6f what - account 
the uſe of Images was in the ancienr- and beſt times': Chriſtians 
then would by no means permit - them to be brought imo their 
Churches. Nay, ſome of them would riot-ſo' much as adniivthe 
Art it ſelf of making them; ſo jealous were they'of the'danger, 
and careſul to prevent the deceit; whereby the luniple mighr-any 
way be drawn on to adore them. in: 1 : 
Now the Church of Rome does own that it is very abomi- 
nable to worſhip an Image abſolutely , that is; to-miake'ir the 
principal or fole obje& of Adoration!" But their evaſion here- 
in is, that a relative Worſhip is not forbidden,” nor' ſallerh under 
the compaſs of Idolatry; that'is ro ſay, to worſhip 'an in 
regard of him whoſe it is, and by reaſon of the relatio 
'it has to him, it is not againſt the Commandment. To'this Tan- 
"fiver, that che Worſhip of it after 'that mariner doth-rior excuſe 
the Wotſhippers from Idvtatry, fince the Comnitatidniene is deli. 
' vered in general expreſſions; and has no limitation'or reftriftion ; 
bur ir forbids, without exception, all bowirig down' to thern, and 
qan___ of them, of what kind ſoever the Worſhip be. 
+ Had a relative Worſhip of 1 been accounted” lawful in 
the primitive ages; certainly the holy Fathets'and Councils would 
not have omitted to'acquaint us therewith! But we find the quite 
' contrary : for when the Gentiles demanded of rhe ancient Chei- 
' ſtians, why they had no known Tmages, they did not ſay, we 
' have Images to-be relatively worſhipped. But Minutins Felix 
returned them this for anſwer; Fig 
* What Tmage ſhall T'niake of Quod enim fowachrum Deo fin- 
God 
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Remanifts will acknowiedor-theſs for their Purrons, themſelves 
cah coli how nach Wilt edbund40-their: Glory, I a 3rue-that 


this cuſtom of I "was very ancient, but very hereti- 
ell 4tf6/] and dbominihle. 3 iew Pager and ihis: were 


introdueers/theteoſl tas !1dhid bolore,) who-hed Images Jome pain- 
ted in Colours, others fram'd of Geld)agd-df othermarrer, which 


and.P 


ment1 


4 - 
and we may/ſo@how 'fovorely-ir is cenſur'd, and mark'd- withahe 
linfamous 'brand of !Hereſe; 'fath-then was the | freſtrife- of Sraa- 
pes among Chriſtians :!bur thero (was another-cauſe, that) ruth 

contribured to the advancement <pÞtlieirWorkip, and chatwas 
"this ; Many forpter@Chriftians Inewly! convertes; frons "Pa pari 
coatd\nor wnlearns chic: ouftoms ofiir,as'ir i ebſteyved by 
-concerning the ihageef. Chat creed byztheWoman;alike» was 
xut'd/obthe Blootly;lfiue ,2B8ſcbib7., Miſt. Brekfhaſie. 0B, "13 65 mo 
marvel ({ays he)\tbat uboſe of-ahe Be acbem, l18bbi of. all weve tureidiby 
our Saviour) ſhale do fuch things, \frnec wi bay foes the llmyges of 
[the . ApaJiles! St.c Priul nel Sr. -Perer; ah4 and of \C brifh Uirnſeif 'hopr 
paintedtwith coloars 'in Tabies. For they'(thavis,/convertey| Gun- 
tiles) of: old: were wont:hy. a Fdeathenlſhouftom this its bonear them 

j whem:they.accountetd »881be) their |Bondfutbors or: Rncſaroens. 19 "9 
':Burrby A -wore _— Inj evetain) "ic 5s 
they proved a:petnici Urcmenc | 6, 'who 
forts thank vile rr nr eg wo the: Command of 
+God,..and the: Dotnnc 196 therancient Fathers and Defcatiers: of 
This.l Caine heidi Marco the whole affair concerning 
Image. 
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66 Of Tmige>Wordhi 
often' called the' Croſs of ' Chriſt') do” abundantly' deſerve out 
greateſt regard, but then to transfer” this to 'the' material' and 
literal Croſs is a wonderful thing, and T am' aſtoniſht at my ſelf 
in that ſor 'ſo- many years I'never conſidered ie, or weighed this 
matcet, as T ouphr to) have done. - Bat T'\ſhall proceed to conſider 
ſome of the pretences, and excuſes which -Roman-Carholicks 
make in order to defeird the worſhip dFthe'Crols 1 -- - - 
Bellarmin ſayes lib. 2. de Reliquiis Sanctt, that the Croſs ought 
to be adored: by to hr ip with Chriſt,” becauſe xt was 
rouched by Chiti\ Sdter##\Bvdy. But it''this be true then it fol: 
lows 'that- the 'Blefled" Vitgin Mary is to be © worſhiped by the 
ſame worſhip alſo; by-reaſon' ſhe carried him nine months in het 
Womb, ſhe 'nouriſht him @+. and his contatt with her was na: 
cural, with the'Croſs'violent. Bur the Romaniſts deny ſuch due 
to her, therefore of "neceſſity they ought to deny'ir to be due 
ro the holy Croſs. | LC Gb. 104 2 
If Latria (or ſupreme Worſhip) be due to the Croſs for-its con: 
6 with Chriſt; ir-ought rather'\for that reaſon tobe atrribured 
tto the Aſs; whereon” Chrift rid with folemnity to Jeruſalem. 
ahid ro the' ſeveral Beds, whereon'He lay, and Ships, ' wherein 
he waſted from Region to Region; becauſe his atringency in and 
with them was volunrary, with- the Croſs-coattive. ' Nay-the 
ought upon the ſame , ground to adore Judas his lips, the Ofh- 
cers hands, that" appreherided and boung-*Chrift,) the Scourges, 
whercby He was whipt, for they were in{truments of his paſſion 
as well as the Croſs. | { LUBSLS | 
If they adore all other Croſſes for their reſemblanee of the origi- 
nal Crofs''ſo they ought ro adore afl- Mangers; all Launces, / all 
Nails; Thorns; 'Spirrles, Ge. for thefe have the fanie reſemblance 
ro oitr Saviours Manger, and to thoſe Nails, Thorns Sc! which 
were the inſtraments of his Paſſion.” © 
They attribure more Honour © unto Chriſls Croſs 'than to his 
Refurretion by theſe words, * Weadore thy Crafs, and conime- 
* morate thy RefurreFion.' Crucemn rxam adoramus reſurrtctionem ju 
am recolimes They aſcribe then{ it ſeems) Adoration ts the Croſs 
which is only proper unto the Divine Nature, and my Crok 
ikewile 
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Kkewiſe (that is tothe Wood) attribute the: of 
the world, and the —— mankind mar rar 
ther. ide Bellarmin 1i6. 2. c. ah ſe. Ac primum. They alfo at- 
tribute forgiveneſs of Sins, increaſe of Righteouſneſs to the 
'Crols;;/| they" repoſe their hopes' and confidence ' in" the dead 
Wood' of 'the” Crofs and: remiſſion of! Sins from it;;'as 
may be ſeen in/ their Hymns in the Roman Breviary, cor- 
reed and reviſed by the authority of the Council of 7rent;' and 
ſer forth by ſeveral Popes, as may- be ſeen »in ſeveral Editions of 
it, eſpecially in that Printed at Paris: arno'1662 whence Idraw 
this that follows. + (11! 

\ O Crux ave ſpes wnica 

In hee Paſchali gaudio 

Auge piis Juſtitiam, 

Reiſque dona veniam. 
That is in Engliſh thus ; 

 Fiail O Croſs, our only hope / 

In this our Paſchal joy dev. 

Increaſe the Rs brennſonk of the pions, 

And give pms to the guilty. 

Nothing, doubtleſs, can be more prnctghtng, unleſs it be \whar 


follows, 
| 0 Crux ſplendidior canttis aftris, yy 
Mundo celebris, hominibus mutans anikith; 0 inal 
Sunttior univerſes, © * 75” 
Que ſola fuiſſe digna pertare talentams mas, 
Dulce Lignum, dulces clavos dulcia ferens pondera, 
Salva preſentem catervam 
In tuis hodie laudibus congregatam. 
Alleluja, | Allelja. 
That is = Engliſh thus, 
0 Croſs /- more bright than all the Stars, 
Famous through the world, wery lovely to mankind. 
* - More holy thaw all other things, 
| el wa ahere worthy'ts carry the R at of the wirld, 
ral Wood; ' that carrieſt the dear _ the dear Burden”. 
| Save 
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Save the prefent- Aſembry, hich; 3s 0, gy gathered (tage ber for 


P. 
OW abeluja, Alleliga. 


Great Complements, upon word, -ſor.a liveleſs , pigce.-of 
Wood} for that they mean the exdretial Crady (andnot the Paſ. 
fion of our Saviour) their words. do abundantly. declare: We 
ho knw ihey cope hike bars and canine bn the Wihnds 
they beg increaſe of Grace from it, and aſcribe to it a Power to 
ſorgive which Ateribure appertaineth to the Godhead only. 


he Humanity of Chriſt, ed from his Divinity, 'is not 
to be adored with divine as-Sr. in teacheth, F{e- 
mil. 38. de Verbis Domini. Therepee much lets his Croſs, or any 
other repreſentative Image of his, 


The Holy Ghoſt is preſent in the Sacrament of Baptiſm; yer 
it-is not to be adored with the ſame Worſhip due to-the Holy 
Ghoſt. Therefore that Wood whereon Cheiſt fuffered, and other 
Blocks, or Stumps of Treas teſembling it, are not to be adored 
with the ſame veneration due unto Ghriſt. Many conſequences 
that may be inferr'd from the Worſhip of the Crofs, and of Ima- 
ges, are ſo prodigioufly abſurd, impious, blaſphemous, and fo nu- 
merous, that it I endeavoured exatly to enumerate and proſe- 
cute them, I ſhould never come-untd an end. - . Fherefore I leave 
them to the upholders: of theſe abuſes, whence. they arc cmer- 
gent, and alſo theſe upholders to truſt to their Images, like to 
like , for they that make them (Pfal. 25. 8. ) are like unts them, 
and ſo is every one that truſteth in them. 


a. 


CHAP, VL 
Of- Prayers in an unknown Tongue. 


He Sixth and laſt Motive or-Gauſe of my Decknſion from 
the Church of Rome ,is its lack of Charicy, in.robbiag Chriſti- 
ans. not only of the ſuperabundaint effects. of ——. 
by 


Of Prayers in an unknown Tongue. 59 
- bor pns umnprnbenperrer-ery rmr oh 


Remedy, which 
left unco- them, as means whereby attain ynto- 
Salvation, viz. the benefir of Publick Arp nee bi 


ers, by hindring to make uſe thereof in the 
incenced by | by Cod wed Nareee for all eons ce Figs 
Chnmion Gavies Projece, Linagy, or Maſs, which in effe& are 
all one, the Conventicle CD 
denies plainly to be expedient to uſe-in the vulgar 
Idiom : $0 S? oplerow the Jefuir;in his Engliſh Book written paint 
Fewel, Artic. 3. p. 75. ſays inconfiderately, that Devotion: 
is rather hindred by it in a known /diom, than promoted. Bel: 
larmine, apy A _—_— endeavours 
hd ve, that anciently Common Prayers were univerſally pra- 
CB. oe Ns BCT ACEATR TER 
to 
is ſel{-ended and fabulous Natration of Be/larmines (I beg 
his leave for ſaying it) is tar from truth, and as contrary to 
Ordinance; to che' Apoſtolick Praftice, and- the general Cuſtoan: 
of the primitive Church, as Fire and Water, black and- white. 


4 ro prove that the Church: of 
Rowe hath borrowed this pracities: \from agg, w—_— 
ſharne for her 'to-imitare. | 
this effolt. 
(char 


The Teſtin\onies-of 
in bis Church: but Chriſt by the mourk of his A 


r. What Chriſt 
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I'hid rather ſptak ffoe words with my underſtanding in the Church,! 
that by my ab; I'might teach-others alſo, then tex; thouſand words, 
in ani unknown targae, V'/1 | 4G 2 V2 fin | 

2. Whinrevor is cone in the Church,” that ought to rodound. 
to the cdification thereak, 1 Cor:14/ v. 26: How 5 it then, Bre- 
threw > when ye come together, every: one of you hath a Pſ+(ra, bath 
a"Pittrize, hath 2 Taxaue, hatb\ Retielation, hath an Interpretath- 
Ou: lot all things' be done ate edifying: Bru an woknawn tongue, 
edifics' none. Ibid. v. 6: Now;' Brethren, if '} come to you ſpeaking 
with tongues, what ſhall. T profit you, except 1 fhall ſpeak to you et- 
ther. by revelatien, or knowledge, or by prephejying, \or Dottrine 2. v. 
9. as above cited. '\ oa» 2a11ll $ TRY 

3, If the: Miniftcr-prayeth in an unknown tongue, he is-2 Bar- 
barian'to-the people; 'and allo the peoppleto him; 1,-Cor,' 14-%,.1.0, 
Therefore if I knownot the meaning of the woice, I ſhall be unto him, 
that fpeaketh a Barbarian ,and be that ſpeaketh a Barbarian unto me. 

4. Alt things ought co be done in the Church with decency,: 
and duc'order, 1 Cor! 1:4. 2.140 iLet. all. things be done decently, 
ant 'in order. - Bur the ':uſe of Prayers: in an unknown. tongue is, 
directly againſt this Rule : becauſe when the Miniſtes fo prayeth, 
the -hearers underſtand'not what he fays, nor conſequently pray, 
nor ſay: Amen to any efleft; nay, the Miniſter only, who under: 
ftandethithe Divine Service, prayetb' ; ;and ſo rhe Prayers,. which. 
ouphr te; be: publitk, :by this\means arc become. private, which 
is as oppoſite to the Decency, and right Order of- the, Church, 
as Whoremongering ta.the ſeventh Commandment. ' 7, 

.5. As the Prophets, Chriſt; the Apoſtles, and their true Suc- 
ceſlors have ſolemnly miniſtced. the Rites and publick, Office of 
the Church, even ſo.now and perpetually, they. ought (as far as 
is pothble) inthe ſame form; manner. and method, withour alts- 
ration; to be miniſtred. - But, chey miniſtred them in the vulgar 
Language, according. to the capacity. of their Heaters, as St. Paul 
dbundantly: witneſſerh in.the.atorcgoing 1 Cor. 14+; Aud belides 
many-of the Papiſts themſalves own, that Prayers unde arg 
far better, and more available; as-Lyrans, on the fickt, Epiltle to 
the Corinthians 14: and Cardinal Cajetdn in Comment, On, ow 
| chap. 


Of. Prayers, um 4k —_ pe &h 
Lher mor a eee: 
mk wy c ir 19% 
: <FO No wa EET 
Thoug !h the — T5 roy all ys br 12S. can 
epaxincogly prove the Cerrainty @ this, cuth, cha | 
doe already ;,y8 491 the lurghgr, fabstackan. of. 
will Produce a 15 oP Ru G 5 AY 
nant, as, 02©.c0. be oe {4 $6 E \- 
folowuyg Words ; * By,the dawning at gbe Gay ( of 4 
*gregation of the Faith ul A IVE 
* gether, ith iS Voice, Th WM "1 pee -_ e "par {65,00 
K-i20NG Tereth, a, Þ 5 Jn, a r Pmnes fleles, Con; 
; Thankkginns, WAG Lp) (Hee te ior J (SR 
A HH OR Fo Fro CD : J6 t Fa, cn tndangs 
h <hanÞ, oak, ic Whic Ao Dei Rk conſenties- 
0D. ol Et W aobyw | 916 16011 * 
urches k z&o megn Prayers, 1,d 24 * 
Tow FI thjs cy Wm of, ſing, Coma 0 Th | 5 
Voice, Or Janguage, in reat's time 
Few; dow) by "gh the, faichfyl, it.ch 
Beirwiay Re a, uliep 
c Ex 2 Yee Langu mM 
2 In Gep. es 


er 
I == bye Trgk at 
ht hich, (oy qo 
And 60 Plabm 99, be Fa yg ” 
* ſtand the magnil oe ani, 
rhe Lard; let. 
* this Bleſſedne(s : 991. 65.09 


"ſtand it : ATT Fe = Ne 
we. 5 Re 


63 "Of Prayers in ant #inkntows Tongue, 
cannot be compaſſed wichour perfe&t _— of rhe Latine 
tongue, which cannot be acquired withour a progres in 
the ſtudy of it; which propreſs is morally impoſſib the 
Commonalty, who ——_— teſt number in thar Com- 
munion : Yet they are icably, and that contrary to S. Au- 
guſtines Admonition, excluded from this Bleſſedneſfs, by a new 
Cofnmandmenrt and Article of Faith, lately fabricated in the Con- 
venticle of 7zex?, to their utter deſtruftion. For what profir can 
they receive that hear a ſound, and are ſtrangers to the meanin 
of it? it were as good that they were abſent as preſent : ind 
therefore Solomon calls this doting kind of ſerving God Sacrificinm 
Fulterum , a Sactifice of Fools; and fo really it is: Fot they 
that hear it ate no further benefited therebdy,chan they have capa- 
city to apprehend it ; as Azorivs learnedly affirms in theſe words, 
*Devorion from © uti- Aﬀetui conſequitur intelleflion ; 
© derſtanding ; when there' is «61 qutem earum rerum, gue pe- 
* no und ing of things Zuitthr, aut dicuntur, nullus ha- 
* that are ſought, or faid, there Berur iitelleAus, ib} exiguus afſur- 
* is but little Devotion, and . git affettus, & conſequenter valde 
* conſequently” very little bene- 'exiguas friftus. | 
« fit reapt by the hearer. 
Indeed according to this grave Do&ors' opinion, it wete as ad. 
vantapious to them thar are not Latiniſts, ro have a ſpeech! 
Prieſt ſo ſay Maſs _ one that 'harh the freedom of 
ſpeaking to fay'it loudly'; fot he thr cannot ſpeak and hath no 
ſpeech, and he that hath none to be underftood'is al alike unto 
che ignorant, itt of profiting ther; which'is a chitg rare- 
ly well confirmed by St. Augaſtine, in the 47H Book of his Chrifti- 
a» Deftrine, the 10th chap. exciting rhe people with 'a great deal 
of vehemency to reſtain ſto the' perverſe, cuſtom of praying in 
an unknown Language, which in no way (fays he, rends to edi- 
fication. * There is no cauſe (ys he) why a miah ſhould ſpeak 
*at all, if they for whoſe fake he ſpeaks onderſtand' hin not. 
Quid prodeſt locut ionutnw #itegritas, quand in ſequiter intelleths as- 
dientis > Cum loqutnd? nulla cauſa, # quod loqurmiir non. intelliggont, 
proprer qaos ut intelitgant ldquinr. TI 8 
'For 
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-Fve God (hears: the he ſpeaks. nor, as well 
as whenche ſpeaks; {haut 7 on he Hearr, dy 
the Word-of the Mind, and a'\  Prieſt;can, do all the Ce- 
pales ond oieioe tens aol Ynhopapels Weed ep them 
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' in his Cotemenr. on x ns | 


1 cOngue. 

KF ahe aforagning incontroulable Authorities of theſe! holy Fa- 
thers be not ſufficient ro confute Bellarmines groundlels Sutmile, 
and; imaginary: Cotnment;. by ſaying, Chats! the the: farmer ' ages of 
the primitive Church Common Frayers were generally pole, bs 
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Litin among Ft the Faithful, avid. Profeſſors of Chriſtianity; tor his 
and his Sticklers Diſprace and*Shamie, I add 7homas Ay#iniy on 
1 Cor. 14. Lyra ibid and Cn Bears 28; who; ſiding 
with St. Paul, do frequently reHx as, that ir. Service'6r pub. 
lick Prayers in an unknown Tongue do n6t'ctifie,"and-conlt. 
quently" wete\ſorbidden Z's Thave- evidentlyAretdy? To 
this-effe&t-1! might prodiice the torrent'sf the H61y Fathers,” who 
floutiſhed: in rhe ſucceeding* ages of the Church, but that 1 am 
willing co'fhum'probxity: And ſo I'go onto the proof of- the 
third part of my Aﬀſertiony;, which'is ,- That the Prattical Cuſtorh 
of all Chriſtian Nations anciently was, to pray in their" owh 
native Languages, and it is te this very day." OO] 0191010 + 
Here Origen in his 8th Book againfl Celſus may evmie in as an 
impartial Witneſs , teſtifying , that the Greeiars 'in'their Priy- 
ers luſe Greek, and thi& Romans om ome ee eve- 
ry Naionaccordirg ew bis-Itiom' priyerts to-Gob, efid''ipraiſerh 
him 45 thoy'werevable.” vr SOrion 101 ; winyrue 1170 1 voi? 
And Lyra -ſetorids\him thug, on'r Cr." 14 affinming;'tharin 
the primitive Church Bleſſings, our Tords Prifyer, andall/vher 
things were done in the vulgar tongue : nay, not only Common 
Prayers, but the whole Bible-was anciemly by many: Tranfiaci- 
ons-made fit for the uſe ;-as Stid97e dm? B©pifh. ad (Sogbr. 
affirms, that himſelf cranſlared the Bible into( 6-2Datmariay 
rongue. And ?/Iphilas Sozom 11h 6179! +!4 916 Biſhop ations 
the Grrbreranfjared frinro the Gortek torigite?7] Atdixhar it was 
tranſlated into all orher Lanpuages; we ace told 'by* St20IHj/of. 
Homil. x. in $$: Joamis, By S. Aupuſt 11.65 de Diftrind Chrl- 
tian .\And' Theviloret Semis. di Gr acar Aff Can. 00d * 
Beſides all theſe authentick Teſtithonies 6f the 'Moretmentioned 
renowned DoCtors, who indifferefitly*acquaint'atl Chiiſtiens, Har 
in the primitive Church the Prieſt andthe People joined wyeoher 
in their Praycrs, and underſtood each other, 'and'prayed/in their 
mother-rongue ; /I will produce for a"futther' and more palpable 
conviction of chis Foppery,the wbrds ofthe Civil ated Canon Law. 


Juſlivian the Emperour made a [aw in theſe woeds's' Oar, mou 
d an 
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aud Command is,, that ail the Biſbeps and: Friefts abiceebr ate'the 
Sacrament of Qbletion, oud' the Proyersthereunty eddedin the bs 
ly Bagtiſow, with a loud and alear wire, Yr ergrany ape; 
the fauhful, that: thereby the: minds of the | Fiearers: may be 

up mith greater Devotion, to ſet farth the Preyeof rhe ans God; 
far fa the dpefiie teacheth, x Cor. r4. 

And- Irwocert: Wh is notarats herein, che jrox General 
Council of Lateran, (as themicives cſtecm; ) hed awe rat 5. Can 
g. where he bath theſe words; Berawfe (faith ne}):av mavy phectt 
within the: fame City and" Drocefs the people of divers Fongaes ave 
mixet together, ander one ad the ſawe' Faith diners Core- 
monies = Rites, We firiftly — and command, that the 


of fach-Citivs awd Diocees are fit, who-may.clcbatetbe 
Diwne Office according tathe divaryity of their: "0x00" 
It you will; inquire, -mhy-{are they nov as totiowerpof 
Pope /nnacent in this. point, 23 in that of Tranſubſfanriazibn + 1 
can give you no other reaſon, but that (T am afraid) they will. he 
alles. Libertines by their th-withers; for: aſp of tho Laws 
of Gad and Marr (as mou pleaſe): to" the' advanroernent of thei? 
Sel-ended Errars;.andfor impuderiety* rejecting-what is commary 
thereunto. Now if the uſual Cuſtom of the Prophets"Chwifts 
Inftracion, erp Y pane nn to 
yers: in, encuadenſincet!! 


Piaty of aur Feretathers, if right:-Rcafonandrthe CR 
Service ia ſelf, if the Necyk of: the: Ignorant, 'and Comditiow of 
the: holy, Prayees;:.if the- Lawh.lof 'Ponees,. am! the Laws ofthe 
Ghasch, which:requive ab ent Prayers-to/bofuid according terhe 
Underſtanding of our Auditors; walt theo 'eanmor;prevad wich 
the Church of "Rome, to da fo muck good gots tay Þ-oayr 
nn ne ed 
they ask © aherc/is prear 
of Opinion; and very: Jirse: Gharity'ra:thote'\prociods Souls! 
whom Ctxilt ſofter dang terwhom they — I" 
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And the Papiſts themſelves own , that at this very inſtant 
of time the Egyptians, Meſcovians, Sclavonians, | Armenians, B- 
thiopians, Moravians, Bohemians, Hungarians, the Facebites, A- 
bans and all other Chriſtian Nations have, in and rhroughour 
the whole Univerſe, their Liturgies in their own native Lan- 
guages. And Eckius affirms, that the ſame prattice, and no other, is 
obſerved in the Indies in Afia, in Africa, or any other part of the 
world amongſt Chriſtians. And that being ſo, ir is ſiran 
that the Proteſtants ſhould not have the ſame priviledge, wit 
out any peremptory Cenſure from the See of Rome of being 
Hereticks, and damned , for doing nothing elſe bur what other 
Chriſtians do. | 

As to the proof of the fourth: part of this Aſſertion; This 
prophane cuſtom .of Prayers in at unknown Language, which 
the Church of Reme fo cloſely ſticks unto, is derived, 

t. From the Ofſeni Hereticks, as Epiphanins aftirms, F7eref. 


9 


2, From the FHeracleonites, of whom St. Augaſtive gives an 
account ; ſaying, That they taught to po with obſcure words ; 
ſuppeling that words in a barbarous and unknown tongue might be 
more powerful. an 

3. (If we may give credit to famous Hiſtorians, both ancient 
and modern,) From the Jews, who in their Synagogues, not on- 
ly formerly, but at this very day, read Hebrew, which the 
people rarely, underſtand. ' i/And befides, from the 7arks, who in 
their Moſques read Arabick, of which the people know nothing. 

The very conſideration of theſe leading Patterns, which the 
Church ot Rome does fo pertinatiouſly imitate hercin, have been 
fo prevailing with me, as to forſake her Communion ;: and"to 
embrace that of the Reformed Church, wherein ſurer. Guides 
unto Eternity can be demonſtrated. | 

And now having given an account of the. Motives of my 
Change, I have one only Requeſt ro make to the candid Pro- 
reſtants ; that they would not treat a new Convert as the Chri- 
ſtians did St. Pax/ on his firſt Change, 4.9. 26. by being a 
traid of me, and not belicying me to be a ſincere Prolelyte : tor 
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good offices that, lay in_my. power fo. I 
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and apprehenſions of Diſadvantage. 
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ingeniouſly to my unskilfulnels in it, nd Hot-ro by! af 
ouſted if he meet with & on | th'the1 "4. 
although the advice : b £ 
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Tillotſon againſt Tranſubſtantiatjon, 
Biſhop of Corks Sermons. 

Silvius de Febribus. | 
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